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WELCOME!
  

Welcome to your Friends Church North Carolina Newsletter!

This is a monthly e-newsletter dedicated to keeping you up to date

on current events within FCNC.

We strive to highlight topics of interest such as announcements,

who/what we support, recent activities, upcoming events etc.

How can you help?

Let us know if you have information that falls into these categories

at an FCNC level. Email information, pictures or ideas to our Social

Media Coordinator,

Jenny Gullion at: jenny@friendschurchnc.org

mailto:jenny@friendschurchnc.org


JOYS OF 
SUMMER TIME

Quotes by Quakers

A Word of Devotion: 

continued on next page

“Our mouths were filled with laughter, our
tongues with songs of joy...”

-Psalm 126:2

“It is for this grace that we pray;
that we, too, may love to excess

even though it may appear foolish
in the eyes of the world..”

-Phyllis Richards, 1949

By: Lt. Colonel Patty Richardson
Divisional Director of Women's Ministries



Summer is so bright and cheerful. It invites it us to stay outside a bit later as the
sunshine stretches the day longer. We sometimes like to complain, “It’s sure hot
outside,” but we still enjoy the feelings of freedom and relaxation that summer gives.
Summer is one of my favorite seasons. Trees are in full leaves, flowers and vegetable
gardens are in full bloom, and shorts and a t-shirt rule the day. Daylight is plentiful
and it appears that there is more time for everything. As a kid, I remember playing
outside until well past dark.
Summer brings fun opportunities for laughter and happiness – the picnics, the
vacations, and the get-togethers. Author Barbara Johnson says, “Human beings thrive
on laughter. Since most of us can’t afford vacations in Hawaii, we have to learn to
make our own fun! The best way to do that is to keep your state of mind green and
golden: find, recycle, or produce joy wherever and however you can.” 
Scripture is abundant with reminders about the place that joy should have in our lives:
"Our mouths were filled with laughter, our tongues with songs of joy. Then it was said
among the nations, ‘The Lord has done great things for them."  –Psalm 126:2

"Great are the works of the LORD; they are pondered by all who delight in them."  –
Psalm 111:2   

"Shout for joy to God, our source of strength! Shout out to the God of Jacob!" Psalm
81:1 

Joy grows from a deep place in our souls where we meet with God honestly and
humbly. A place where we learn more about Him and how our relationship can grow
stronger. In this place we discover a peace that is ‘beyond all understanding’
(Philippians 4:7). Through this peace we can begin to experience a joy that is not
dependent on the happenings of the moment – because our strength is not in
ourselves, but in Christ.
Summer is a great time for us to experience the joy that living in Christ brings us,
allowing us to enjoy all that God provides. As we experience God’s joy through the
beauty of nature, the sound of children’s laughter, or recounting a funny story with
friends and family, be sure to share it. Our joy is multiplied when we do.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+126%3A2&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+111%3A2&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+81%3A1&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+81%3A1&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+81%3A1&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=phillipians+4%3A7&version=NIV


If you have any announcements  

jenny@friendschurchnc.org

Let us know at

**Attention Committee Members** 
Don't forget to let us know if there is any upcoming dates we should add to our newsletter by the 20th of each month 

Upcoming Events:

Check out the next
few pages for more
information about

these events

***SAVE THE DATE***
Annual NC USFW Gathering

at Deep River Friends
September 13  2025th

Recurring Movie night
June-October

(see flyer below for more info)
@ Rocky River Friends meeting

June 6-8 2025
Stoking the Fire Conference

Click Here for more information
Click Here to register

June 2025
MISSION SUNDAY

When is Missions Sunday?
You can choose any Sunday that works

best for your Meeting but we are
targeting June 29  for those who

would like a suggested date. Please
send checks to FCNC, with Missions on
the memo line, mail to the FCNC Yearly

Meeting Office:

th

PO Box 4240, Archdale, NC 27263

June 7, 2025
QLC 75 year Celebration
CLICK HERE to register

& to see more information. 

mailto:jenny@friendschurchnc.org
https://us10.campaign-archive.com/?e=aeda5ca60e&u=77b72b10d16b6d83e6709ae57&id=390f0b7040
https://www.cognitoforms.com/FriendsUnitedMeeting/StokingTheFire2025Leviticus612NurturingTheFlame
https://www.quakerlakecamp.org/75years?fbclid=IwY2xjawKF05NleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETF0YUk2SjVGVlVtVVNNbksxAR7YBhyMyvYMDbRXvtw6V0sVTeFezK62S5FE_LlYXcU53CCa9769ORgR5xIReQ_aem_YiNRTE0zY_b3wkXOzNP-kw


We received an e-mail announcing that Centre Friends is
looking for a full time Pastor and Youth pastor. Below is

a link to the job descriptions that will give interested
applicants a good idea of what Centre is looking for.

Prayerfully consider this and reach out to those that
may qualify, if the Lord should so lead. 

 Click HERE to visit FCNC website to read the Full job
description. 

 

In Search of a Pastor & Youth Pastor
for Centre Friends

Directory

There was a possible data breech
in our directory. Therefore the
password has been changed.

Please reach out to Paul Routh to
learn how to regain access.
paul@friendschurchnc.org

 Log in HERE

still available!

Announcements: 

https://www.friendschurchnc.org/job-descriptions
mailto:paul@friendschurchnc.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd_Ekk6sktBC-Wq4g8LPfEwMg1BbEBelCBkMlYco8lDTCvzBg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd_Ekk6sktBC-Wq4g8LPfEwMg1BbEBelCBkMlYco8lDTCvzBg/viewform


Position filled!!

 Alvin Battle has accepted the
call to serve as interim pastor
until Andy Garner is to become
our full time pastor in August!

Position filled!!



The Quaker organizations Right Sharing of World Resources is hiring a
Director of Community Development. We are looking for a trainer or

facilitator with cross-cultural and management experience who is called
to partner with women in improving their lives. Remote, full-time. Open

until filled.

The Quaker organization Right Sharing of World Resources is hiring
an Executive Assistant. We are looking for a detail-oriented person
who likes to improve administrative systems; who enjoys working

independently and as part of a team; who wants to contribute to global
equity. Remote, 28 hours/week. 

https://rswr.org/careers
https://rswr.org/careers






FUMFUM
UPDATEUPDATE

Meet our Missions
Kenya

The Quaker church in Kenya started in the early twentieth century with the arrival of three young Quaker missionaries from
Ohio whose work came to be supported by Five Years Meeting (now Friends United Meeting). In 1902, Arthur Chilson, Edgar
Hole, and Willis Hotchkiss settled in Kenya’s Western region, at Kaimosi. By 1946, East Africa Yearly Meeting was established
as a self-governing body, including Meetings from Kenya, Uganda, and Tanzania. In 1963, the year of Kenyan independence,
Friends United Meeting turned over ownership and control of all mission-originated projects to East African Friends. Since

then, FUM has been a partner in ministry with the African Yearly Meetings to provide oversight and financial support for
multiple ministries and partners.

In the late 1970s and early 1980s, East Africa Yearly Meeting split into several different Yearly Meetings within Kenya, while
the Tanzanian and Ugandan churches formed their own Yearly Meetings. Within Kenya, what was once East Africa Yearly

Meeting has become more than twenty individual Yearly Meetings.

 CLICK HERE for more information

Ugandan Friends
Celebrate their

Centenarian Quaker

Ugandan Friends are celebrating the unique life of one of their own, a 105-year-old committed
Quaker who still comes to Church and sings. We have shared special thanksgiving worship led by
Pastor Alfred Wasike to thank God and appreciate Kerenuka Kakai for her commitment to Christ.
We also shared a lovely cake specially designed for her with other Quakers in her home Sibuse
Friends Church. The cake was made available by a generous Friend, Centrine Wanyonyi of the

USFW Uganda, who also supports the centenarian in her daily life.

Click the link below to read the rest of this inspiring story and to see more pictures of Friend
Kerenuka Kakai

CLICK HERE to read more!

https://www.friendsunitedmeeting.org/news/what-is-friends-church-kenya
https://us10.campaign-archive.com/?e=aeda5ca60e&u=77b72b10d16b6d83e6709ae57&id=390f0b7040
https://us10.campaign-archive.com/?e=aeda5ca60e&u=77b72b10d16b6d83e6709ae57&id=390f0b7040
https://us10.campaign-archive.com/?e=aeda5ca60e&u=77b72b10d16b6d83e6709ae57&id=390f0b7040
https://us10.campaign-archive.com/?e=aeda5ca60e&u=77b72b10d16b6d83e6709ae57&id=390f0b7040
https://us10.campaign-archive.com/?e=aeda5ca60e&u=77b72b10d16b6d83e6709ae57&id=390f0b7040
https://us10.campaign-archive.com/?e=aeda5ca60e&u=77b72b10d16b6d83e6709ae57&id=390f0b7040
https://us10.campaign-archive.com/?e=aeda5ca60e&u=77b72b10d16b6d83e6709ae57&id=390f0b7040
https://mailchi.mp/friendsunitedmeeting.org/fum-enews-2025_28may?e=aeda5ca60e
https://mailchi.mp/friendsunitedmeeting.org/fum-enews-2025_28may?e=aeda5ca60e


Quotes on
“Religion”:

S OME FRU I T S  OF  
SOLITUDE
Proverbs, Wisdom & Principles for Better Living
By: William Penn

466- “He accounts content with Godliness great Gain, and therefore seeks not to
make a Gain of Godliness.

467- “As the ministers of Christ are made by him, and are like him, so they beget
people into the same likeness.”

468- “To be like Christ then, is to be a Christian. And regeneration is the only way to
the kingdom of God, which we pray for.”

469- “Let us today, therefore, hear His voice and not harden our hearts; who speaks
to us many ways. In the Scriptures, in our hearts, by his servants and his
providences: and the sum of all is holiness and charity.”

Excerpts from:

HIGHLIGHTS
FCNC  BOOKST ORE

In this portion of the newsletter we will highlight books that can be purchased
through the FCNC online bookstore! A link will be provided where you may
purchase your own copy and add to your library at home!

By Land and By Sea: 
Quakers Confront Slavery and its
Aftermath In North Carolina
By:Hiram Hilty
CLICK HERE TO PURCHASE

Describes North Carolina Friends’ unique approach to the
problems of slavery. Suitable for readers of all ages, indexed,
illustrated.

Some Fruits of

https://www.friendschurchnc.org/product-page/self-supported-ministers-lest-we-forget
https://www.friendschurchnc.org/product-page/self-supported-ministers-lest-we-forget
https://www.friendschurchnc.org/product-page/self-supported-ministers-lest-we-forget
https://www.friendschurchnc.org/product-page/self-supported-ministers-lest-we-forget
https://www.ncfhs.org/product/by-land-and-by-sea-quakers-confront-slavery-and-its-aftermath-in-north-carolina/


Quaker Query ...for June

Hello from your FCNC Comm-Tech Committee!
Many members within FCNC are still unaware that we have a newsletter!
The best way for Friends to stay up to date and aware of news & events is to get connected.
There are 3 great ways to do that:

1) subscribe to Bearing Fruit (click HERE)
2) follow FCNC's Facebook Page (click HERE) 
3) join FCNC's Facebook group (click HERE)
 
Social Media isn't for everyone, and we completely understand, so that's where "Bearing Fruit" is a great option.
But what about those in our Meetings who still haven't heard about or seen the newsletter?
That's where YOU come in! 
Pastors, announce to your congregations on Sundays.
Friends, ask your friends if they've seen the newsletter.
Committee leaders, consider printing off copies to hand out to those who are less likely to use technology.
Together, we can get the word out! Thank you for your help

Social Media
Comm-Tech Committee Statement

jenny@friendschurchnc.org
Click here to send me an e-mail

What is a "Quaker Query"?
Quakers use the term Query to refer to a question or series of questions

used for reflection and in spiritual exercises. Friends have used Queries as
tools for offering spiritual challenges to the community for much of their

history.

Consider this...

 Is your way of life in keeping with the teaching of Jesus? Do you watch
against conformity to commonly-accepted standards, and against the
love of ease and self- indulgence which hinders your spiritual growth

and service for Christ?
-Quakers in Ireland Religeous Society of Friends

https://www.friendschurchnc.org/newsletter
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsChurchNC
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2092053490824258
mailto:jenny@friendschurchnc.org
https://quakers-in-ireland.ie/about-us/principles/queries/


How can we pray for you?

CORNER
Prayer

Prayer: Praise:
 

Don’t hesitate to reach out and let us know how
we can pray for you!

-Individual needs
-Meeting needs
-Social concerns

-Spiritual Concerns
Nothing is too big or too small for God!

jenny@friendschurchnc.org
 

Praise God for He gathers His people

Let the redeemed of the Lord say so,
whom he has redeemed from trouble
and gathered in from the lands,
from the east and from the west,
from the north and from the south.
Some wandered in desert wastes,
finding no way to a city to dwell in;
 hungry and thirsty,
their soul fainted within them.
Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble,
And he delivered them from their distress.
He led them by a straight way
till they reached a city to dwell in.
Psalm 107: 2-7 ESV

mailto:jenny@friendschurchnc.org


USFW Spring Conference

RECAPRECAP



 Southern Quarterly Meeting
Mike Wall attended Southern Quarterly Meeting on Sunday, May 18th at Bethel Friends. Southern
Quarter is planning many activities in the months ahead, including the annual Revival, July 13-16 at
Bethel Friends. Intervisitation, building beds for children and further help with Thomasville Friends
is needs. 

David Briles is presiding clerk, Roger Greene Recording ClerkA small group but all 10 churches in the Quarter were represented!


