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WELCOME!
  

Welcome to your Friends Church North Carolina Newsletter!

This is a monthly e-newsletter dedicated to keeping you up to date

on current events within FCNC.

We strive to highlight topics of interest such as announcements,

who/what we support, recent activities, upcoming events etc.

How can you help?

Let us know if you have information that falls into these categories

at an FCNC level. Email information, pictures or ideas to our Social

Media Coordinator,

Jenny Gullion at: jenny@friendschurchnc.org

mailto:jenny@friendschurchnc.org


“IN ALL THIS WORK WE HAVE KEPT
ENTIRELY FREE OF PARTY LINES OR

PARTY SPIRIT. WE HAVE NOT USED ANY
PROPAGANDA, OR AIMED TO MAKE
CONVERTS TO OUR OWN VIEWS. WE

HAVE SIMPLY, QUIETLY, AND IN A
FRIENDLY SPIRIT ENDEAVORED TO MAKE

LIFE POSSIBLE FOR THOSE WHO WERE
SUFFERING. WE DO NOT ASK WHO IS TO
BLAME FOR THE TROUBLE WHICH MAY

EXIST OR WHAT HAS PRODUCED THE BAD
SITUATION. OUR TASK IS TO SUPPORT
AND SAVE LIFE AND TO SUFFER WITH

THOSE WHO ARE SUFFERING.”

– RUFUS JONES SPEAKING TO NAZI LEADERS IN GERMANY
IN 1938 AS HE SECURED PERMISSION TO EVACUATE ~10,000

CHILDREN.
 CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

JOY IN
LETTING GO 

Quotes by Quakers

A Word of Devotion: 

continued on next page

By: Lydia Brownback 

Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus
my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in

order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that
comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from

God that depends on faith. 
Philippians 3:8–9 

https://afsc.org/sites/default/files/documents/Our_Day_in_the_German_Gestapo_by_Rufus_Jones.pdf
https://afsc.org/sites/default/files/documents/Our_Day_in_the_German_Gestapo_by_Rufus_Jones.pdf
https://quaker.org/quakers-and-the-kindertransport/
https://quaker.org/quakers-and-the-kindertransport/
https://afsc.org/sites/default/files/documents/Our_Day_in_the_German_Gestapo_by_Rufus_Jones.pdf


Nothing measures up to knowing and living with Jesus. Do we really
believe that? We must, because it is what we were created for. 

That's why nothing else brings lasting satisfaction and joy. If we trust
God's word, we know the truth of this. Why then, do we strive so

hard to find fulfillment elsewhere? It never works! Certainly not in
any lasting way! Paul knew the secret to possessing and enjoying the

blessings of earthly life is to hold them loosely. Paul held all his
blessings loosely because he had found something that mattered

even more...He had found life in Christ to surpass the best that this
life can offer. That's why he sought to get rid of anything that would

hinder or water down a deeper intimacy with his Lord. 
The value we place on Christ can be measured by what we are willing
to forgo or give up in order to safeguard our relationship with him. It

can also be measured by how we react when God takes away
something we value. Do we get angry with God? Do we get depressed

about it? He removes from us only what he knows will impede our
spiritual growth. If we fight against his providences, inwardly or

outwardly, it is an indicator that Christ is not our all. If he were, we
would be eager to hunt down and set aside any interference. Paul

gave up prestige, power, authority, friends, the comforts of
prosperity, and eventually his very own life. Is there something in

our lives that we know is a spiritual hindrance but have been
unwilling to lose for the surpassing worth of knowing Christ better?

For some, it might be a relationship. For others, it might be a
particular calling, or a home, or an education. For others, it might be
good health. Whatever it is, letting go of it will lead to joy! Many of us

are familiar with the now famous words pinned by missionary Jim
Elliot months before he was murdered for his faith: "He is no fool
who gives up what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.” 
Jim knew what Paul did and what we can too – those who leave

precious things to follow Christ have no regrets!



jenny@friendschurchnc.org

Let us know at
If you have any announcements  

**Attention Committee Members** 
Don't forget to let us know if there is any upcoming dates we should add to our newsletter by the 20th of each month continued on next page

Upcoming Events:

Check out the next
few pages for more
information about

these events

May 28th 2024
@1pm

Quaker Trustees Training Series 
(more information below)

May 17th- 19th 2024
Stoking The Fire - Save The Date!

CLICK HERE for more information
and registration. 

Date TBD
Online Young Adult Bible Study

(college age to under 40)
For a brief description CLICK HERE:

To register CLICK HERE
(see flyer below)

September 20-23, 2024
SAVE THE DATE!

Kaleo Youth Workers Retreat
(See flyer below)  

May 18th 2024
USFW Spring Conference at QLC

April-May 2024
(see flyer below) 

The FCNC Missions committee is once again asking all
of the Churches to have a special offering to collect

donations for the Yearly Meeting Mission projects. We
would like for churches to target a special Sunday in

April or May to give attention to our missions. It
doesn't have to be one of these months but to please
schedule this any Sunday that it is convenient. There is
a bulletin insert attached that can be distributed that
list where the money goes. 100% of all donations go

directly to one of these missions.

May 6th 2024
Quaker Men’s Spring Fling

At Deep River Meeting @ 5:57PM
$10 per meal 

Kelly Kellum, General Secretary of FUM, 
will be the guest speaker.

May 18th 2024
QLC Golf Tournament

CLICK HERE to register a team
or to become a sponsor

leave a donation 

June 2-7 2024
NCFDS trip to New Bern

(see flyer below for more info)

https://www.friendsunitedmeeting.org/connect/stoking-the-fire
https://www.friendsunitedmeeting.org/connect/unleashing-the-power
https://www.cognitoforms.com/FriendsUnitedMeeting/LivingIntoTheVirtueOfLifePowerAGospelOfJusticePeace
https://www.quakerlakecamp.org/golf-tournament?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3J5ZPo1c36wIRCkA0A2Y6WXbHoqax7v-EHobyqOSkgD31o69HhApwSR1k_aem_Ac3jXQMm2L4G5zRWcDio2McOEg1MT7p8YunnfKQlbXrtq9lh7sSJZDEs1JIhybOvUZKyGzThX8YyxlD9Fgin7ddR


We received an e-mail announcing that Centre Friends is
looking for a full time Pastor and Youth pastor. Below is

a link to the job descriptions that will give interested
applicants a good idea of what Centre is looking for.

Prayerfully consider this and reach out to those that
may qualify, if the Lord should so lead. 

 Click HERE to visit FCNC website to read the Full job
description. 

 

In Search of a Pastor & Youth Pastor
 for Centre Friends

Directory

There was recently a possible data
breech in our directory. Therefore
the password has been changed.
Please reach out to Paul Routh to

learn how to regain access.
paul@friendschurchnc.org

 Log in HERE

still available!

Announcements: 

https://www.friendschurchnc.org/job-descriptions
mailto:paul@friendschurchnc.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd_Ekk6sktBC-Wq4g8LPfEwMg1BbEBelCBkMlYco8lDTCvzBg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd_Ekk6sktBC-Wq4g8LPfEwMg1BbEBelCBkMlYco8lDTCvzBg/viewform


Youth Leader
Position Opening

Concord Friends Meeting has an opening
for a part time youth leader. TAP HERE to

see more information on this position
and to apply

https://concordfriends.com/


Science Hill Friends Meeting
2421 Lassiter Mill Road

Asheboro, NC 27205

In rural Randolph County, right off of New Highway 49
If you are interested in applying or visiting please contact 
Tammy Garner @ 336-460-4421 or garnerseed@rtmc.net

Mailing address:
Science Hill Friends
c/o Tammy Garner

PO Box 1386
Asheboro, NC 27204

mailto:garnerseed@rtmc.net


Bethel Friends Meeting
2519 Bethel Church Road

              Asheboro, NC. 27203

We are a small, but active meeting. Our average attendance for morning worship is between 35 and 40. 
Our USFW attendance is around 14 ladies for each of our monthly breakfast meetings. The USFW is very

involved in community and mission projects. Our Quaker Men meet once a month for breakfast, fellowship
and devotions. 

Our meeting serves 1000+ people at our Pig Picking fundraisers in April and October each year. We also have
various other activities that reach out into our community. 
We want our pastor to participate in our meeting activities. 

We want our pastor to lead us in studying God’s word, reaching others for Christ and helping us to grow in our
own walk with Christ. We want a pastor who will care for our meeting as we will care for them, with love,

compassion and concern. 
We want them to be a close part of our Bethel family. 

For more information contact Sarah Cox Clerk of Ministry and Council
336-963-2710



Centre Friends Meeting
325 HWY 62 E

Greensboro, NC 

Centre Friends Meeting is searching for a full time Pastor. Check out the Pastor  job description
 on the next page 

Send resume to: 
Centre Friends Meeting Ministry and Counsel 

Attn: Julie Hatchel, Clerk
PO Box 632

Randleman, NC 27317 
julie@asheborolawyer.com

mailto:julie@asheborolawyer.com




FCNC 
 P.O. Box 4240, 

Archdale, NC 27263

 It is also the new mailing 
address for NCYM INC. 

as well as to Judith Cranford

ADDRESSES
New

Treasurer NC USFW:
Alicia Sharp

 908 Scottish Rite Dr.
Apt 219

Greensboro, NC 27407 

 Please send correspondence
 and NC USFW project

 donations here.









This fall Kaleo Academy, the Youth Ministry Department at Barclay
College, and MidAmerica Yearly Meeting are partnering together to
host the first-ever National Friends Youth Workers Retreat. This will

be an opportunity for those who work with youth within the
evangelically minded Friends Church to gather together for some

training, encouragement, and rest. We will be gathering at the
beautiful Quaker Ridge Camp in Colorado on Sept. 20-23, 2024 and

we invite any youth workers in FCNC to join us! 
The cost is $250 plus travel expenses. 

More information coming soon!



This annual retreat is for those a fire with the Holy Spirit, who seek deeper faith and
bolder witness. Through worship, learning, and fellowship, we will open ourselves to
Christ’s presence, and allow the Spirit to work within us as we seek God’s power. We
hope you'll consider joining us as we seek to stir up the embers of our faith—both as
individuals and as Friends. This year's Stoking the Fire will be a hybrid event, with in-

person and virtual options.

CLICK HERE to register
Check out the schedule on the next page! 

https://www.friendsunitedmeeting.org/connect/stoking-the-fire




Please send the names of the USFW members from your meeting who have passed away since
May 2023 to Mary Anna McCullen, NC USFW Historian by May 1, 2024. We will have a special
memorial service at our Spring Conference at Quaker Lake on May 18, 2024, to honor those

precious ladies who have died since our last Spring Conference.

Send to Mary Anna McCullen at www.deetsmaryanna@gmail.com or mail to her at 108
Northview Drive, Goldsboro, NC 27530 . Thank you.

http://www.deetsmaryanna@gmail.com/




Friends United Meeting (FUM)
 has a renewed focus on North American Ministries and
 wants to try something new this year for Young Adults 

(college age to under 40). 

Goals: 
Educate young people about the Quaker core values and how to live them 
Introduce them to Quakers around the globe 
Expose them to FUM and some field staff. 

The group will meet monthly via Zoom. 

It would be great if we had a good representation from North Carolina! 

Support for North American Ministries is provided by the Billy Britt Fund. Billy
Britt was a former NC Yearly Meeting Superintendent who cared deeply about
our youth and young adults. Nearly 75 donors have contributed to the Fund to

help sustain North American Ministries programs.

CLICK HERE to Register

Kaleo Academy is now accepting applications for our program which
will happen in the summer of 2024. Students and their mentors will

meet on the campus of Barclay College for our theology camp to learn
about what God is calling them to do. If you know a high school student

who would be a good fit please have them fill out the application by
 CLICKING HERE 

https://www.cognitoforms.com/FriendsUnitedMeeting/LivingIntoTheVirtueOfLifePowerAGospelOfJusticePeace
https://www.barclaycollege.edu/kaleo/apply/
https://www.barclaycollege.edu/kaleo/apply/


The Quaker Leadership Center (QLC) is a resource for Friends across the branches of American
Quakerism.  It is a ministry of the Earlham School of Religion.  In this time of rapid cultural and

congregational change, the Quaker Leadership Center (QLC) equips Quaker leaders to
faithfully adapt and innovate by:

-cultivating new connections among diverse Quaker expressions
- collaborating with existing partners to revitalize leaders and their Meetings & churches
-curating relevant resources 
-creating spaces for Friends leaders and congregations to discern their unique vital future 

_______________________
In January the QLC will be offering a series for Quaker Trustees, facilitated by Emily Provance.  



FUMFUM
UPDATEUPDATE

This year’s Stoking the Fire retreat will be bathed in prayer. We will be looking
at the ways in which we can use prayer to encourage our faith, strengthen

our imagination toward what God is calling us to, ignite in us a reverence and
awe for holy power, and then send us out into the world afterwards with

enthusiasm and excitement. Jennie Isbell-Shinn will be leading us through a
series of vignettes between Jesus and the apostle Peter. After each session
we will have dedicated time to focus together in small groups reflecting on

what we have heard. 

On both Friday and Saturday evenings, Lakshmi Piette will lead us in relaxing
and centering Taizé worship. Workshops on Saturday will focus on prayer and

healing as we examine potentially new forms and styles of prayer.

—Michael Sherman, Coordinator for North American and Caribbean
Ministries

There are only 2 week left to registerer this event.
CLICK HERE to register!

“Bathed in Prayer”

https://www.friendsunitedmeeting.org/news/ambwere-farm
https://www.cognitoforms.com/FriendsUnitedMeeting/StokingTheFireMay17192024


SOLITUDE

Quotes on Temporal
Happiness:

SOME FRU I TS  OF  

Proverbs, Wisdom & Principles for Better Living
By: William Penn

237- Do good with what thou hast, or it will do thee no good.

238-Seek not to be rich, but happy. The one lies in bags, the other is
content: which wealth can never give

239- We are apt to call things by wrong names. We will have prosperity
to be happiness. Adversity to be misery; though that is the school of
wisdom, and oftentimes the way to eternal happiness.

240- If thou wouldest be happy, bring thy mind to thy condition, and
have indifference for more than what is sufficient. 

241-Have but little to do, and do it thyself: and do to others as thou
wouldest have them do to the: So, thou canst not fail of temporal
felicity.

Excerpts from:



QUESTIONS
What are the essentials of
the Quaker Faith?

QU AK E R  

The quaker faith is simply our understanding of the life, mission and
teachings of Jesus Christ, and our sincere effort to live in accordance

with the divine will as expressed in the New Testament. 

Taken from “Questions Quakers are Asking” 
By: Seth B. Hinshaw

1) First-hand personal religious experience. 
     Matthew 11:28–30
2) Simple direct worship, without ritual or ceremony. 
     Micah 6:8; John 4:23 & 34 
3) Continuing divine guidance and revelation. 
     John 16:12 & 13 
4) The equality of all people before God. 
     Acts 10:34 & 35; Ephesians 3:6
5) The dignity and sacredness of human life. 
     Genesis 1: 27
6) Goodwill toward men at all times.
     Matthew 6:44–48
7) Concerned, caring service for those in need. 
     Luke 10:25–37
8) Opposition to violence, war. 
     Luke 6:27–36 
9) A life of simplicity, honesty, moral integrity. 
     Romans 13:13
10) Baptism of the Holy Spirit as a continuing experience. 
        John 14:15–17



Quaker Query

Hello from your FCNC Comm-Tech Committee!
Many members within FCNC are still unaware that we have a newsletter!
The best way for Friends to stay up to date and aware of news & events is to get connected.
There are 3 great ways to do that:

1) subscribe to Bearing Fruit (click HERE)
2) follow FCNC's Facebook Page (click HERE) 
3) join FCNC's Facebook group (click HERE)
 
Social Media isn't for everyone, and we completely understand, so that's where "Bearing Fruit" is a great option.
But what about those in our Meetings who still haven't heard about or seen the newsletter?
That's where YOU come in! 
Pastors, announce to your congregations on Sundays.
Friends, ask your friends if they've seen the newsletter.
Committee leaders, consider printing off copies to hand out to those who are less likely to use technology.
Together, we can get the word out! Thank you for your help

What are we doing as a Friends meeting within our communities:

Social Media
Comm-Tech Committee Statement

...for May 

jenny@friendschurchnc.org
Click here to send me an e-mail

What is a "Quaker Query"?
Quakers use the term Query to refer to a question or series of questions

used for reflection and in spiritual exercises. Friends have used Queries as
tools for offering spiritual challenges to the community for much of their

history.

Consider this...

To recognize and correct the causes of violence?
To work toward overcoming separations and restoring wholeness?
To increase the understanding and use of alternatives to violence?
To support the constructive use of authority?

Do I treat personal conflict as an opportunity for growth?

https://www.friendschurchnc.org/newsletter
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsChurchNC
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2092053490824258
mailto:jenny@friendschurchnc.org


 
 I just read one of the best and most relatable articles on building a

social media presence that I have ever seen, thanks to a Bearing Fruit
subscriber!

Trying to reach our community through social media leaves many of
us confused and trying the same things over and over again with little
to no results. Yes, there are strategies that are helpful, but there is also

a mindset that goes with it. A mind set of helpfulness and making
your posts be about your audience.

CLICK HERE
to read the article. Make sure your Social Media team at your
Meeting sees this article. I promise, it’s worth your/their time!

 

Social Media
Comm-Tech Committee 

Wish You Had a Stronger Social Media
Presence? Try This.

https://careynieuwhof.com/social-media-presence/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=The+%231+social+media+mistake+churches+make&utm_campaign=04%2F01%2F2024+-+Social+Media+Presence


Friends Lugulu Mission Hospital was established by Quaker missionaries in 1913.
Now a 100-bed hospital, the hospital provides emergency, medical, and surgical

services in a densely populated region where such resources are scarce. All
patients are welcome, and compassionate care is offered to all patients—

including those with HIV/AIDS. Friends Lugulu Mission Hospital provides services
with dedication and compassion—treating the body, mind, and spirit. Chaplaincy

services include spiritual and mental health care, devotional messages, and
prayer and counsel with patients and their families. Social workers treat

HIV/AIDS patients with respect and honor.  
To learn more CLICK HERE.

Meet our Missions
Turkana Friends Mission

https://www.friendsunitedmeeting.org/where-we-work/africa/friends-lugulu-mission-hospital
https://www.friendsunitedmeeting.org/where-we-work/africa/turkana-friends-mission2


How can we pray for you?

CORNER
Prayer

Prayer: Praise:
 

Pray for the Friends at 
Nahunta Friends Meeting as they

mourn the loss of their Pastor of 15
years.

Eric Woods faithfully served his
congregation and passed from death
unto eternal Life on April 11th, 2024

Keep this body of believers in mind as
they try to regain footing and search

for leadership. 

Praise God for the gift of eternal
life. Rather than building a

kingdom here, we are simply
pilgrims, passing through on this
brief journey. Before long we will
reach our destination. Our home,

with Jesus. 
 



Youth Conference at Fort Caswell
“God Carried Us!” 

RECAPRECAP









Visit to Winthrop Friends Meeting
On March 3rd Superintendent, Mike Wall, was able to visit with our Friends at Winthrop Friends

Meeting.



Visit to Cane Creek Friends Meeting
On April 15th Superintendent, Mike Wall, was able to worship with the faithful congregation at

Cane Creek Friends Meeting.


