Friends Church of North Carolina
Representative Body Meeting
March 29, 2025
Cane Creek Friends Meeting

Representative Body Meeting started at 10:00 AM. Presiding clerk, Roger Holt,
welcomed all.

Devotions/Prayer: Pastor Cheryl Benson

Spoke on Leadership—building leadership within the church. We need to lead with the
Holy Spirit first. Mark 10:43 was referenced. Leadership leads with humility and love,
not self promotion; being a “servant” leader. The ultimate servant leader: Jesus Christ.
Prayer followed.

Roll call: Recording Clerk, Christine Blamer, conducted the roll call. There were 38
Friends representing 16 Meetings and 1 visitor(s) present.

Regrets: Geraldine Brannon (Branon Friends); Eric Morrison (Thomasville); and Ray
Luther (Marlboro), Mitch See (Forbush); Mary Ann McCullen (Goldsboro); David
Briles( Science Hill) ; Alvin Battle (Science Hill); Judy Ritter (Winthrop)

Reading/Approval of Minutes from Representative Body Meeting, October 26, 2024:
These were posted on the FCNC website for view prior this Meeting. Therefore they
were not read aloud. Roger Holt asked if there were any corrections needed to the
minutes. There were a few corrections. Corrected Minutes were then approved by the
Body.

Old Business:

Update on Southern Appalachian Yearly Meeting: David Hobson

Swannowa Valley Friends Meeting house has been condemned and cannot be
salvaged. The congregation is meeting in a space at a local church and is waiting to
see if they will be able to rebuild on the same property or not. David also reported that
Baptists On Mission have opened an additional Home Mission Center located in
Asheville, NC, similar to the one they have in Hebron, NC where our FDS has gone and
stayed with them and worked together on projects related to Hurricane Helene .
Hopefully, an opportunity will open in the near future where FDS can help with them in
Western NC. For more in-depth information on the Hurricane Helene area and what’s
been done, go online to Quakers Organized Support For Survivors of Hurricane Helene.
David also spoke about what he called the Reverse Advent Project: FEMAP hygiene
kits.... They took 235 kits to a children’s Headstart program covering a 4-county area
near Spruce Pine, NC.

Ministry & Counsel: Tommy Sluder.

A meeting has been set for Saturday, May 17th at 9am at Centre Friends for all pastors
and Ministry & Counsel members across FCNC to gather and discuss the future of the
meetings; identifying symptoms and problems and solutions in order to take the Yearly
Meeting into the future.



Committee Reports:

Revitalization: Mike Fulp

The Revitalization committee continues to encourage Meetings to contact them and to
work with them to set future vision and goals to move forward. Hugh Spaulding has
submitted his resignation from this committee and it was approved that Rusty Parsons
fill this vacancy. In addition, Mike encouraged meetings/churches to email him at
(chickenhouse@yadtel.net), and he will send the information on what revitalization is all
about if you do not have it already. Leadership continues to be one of our big
problems.

Recording Committee: Ray Luther:

Michael Fulp Jr reported today....

The Recording committee approved having a criminal background check done on all
candidates before they start the Recording process to minimize liability for FCNC. This
will be funded through Christian Vocations. This is a confidential report and will not be
shared with anyone outside the Recording committee. This will start immediately.

In addition to the above, Michael added that there was the possibility that there may be
one candidate (minister) to record at Annual sessions.

Finance Committee: David Millikan

At the Pastor’s retreat in February, Mike Wall brought up the idea of setting up an IRA
for Full-Time pastors. David spoke with Judith Cranford, Financial Manager, about how
to handle this. Still investigating all that is involved with going forward with this. Talking
with some retirement specialists.

David will have a full report at Annual Sessions in August. Budget day will be in
September—no date was given yet.

Ministers Association: Dusty Ball

Jeff Barnes reported for Dusty... working on getting participation up in attending the
Pastor’s retreat because most pastors are bi-vocational. Maybe Meetings can help
find a way for their pastor to participate. The new leader for this group is Dusty Ball.

Friends Campus Ministries (FCM): Paul Routh in for Eric Morrison

FCM met on March 25, 2025

There were two Recommendations presented to Rep Body for approval:

1) Recommended membership of the board be made up of the following: a member of
or appointed by the Outreach Committee; a member of or appointed by the Christian
Education Commission; a member of or appointed by the M&C Executive committee; a
member of or appointed by the Administrative Oversight Committee (AOC); a Member
at-large selected by the Nominating committee in association with the Friends Campus
Ministry board; and an ex-officio member (FCM Coordinator)...the terms of each
appointment to follow the guidelines from the Faith & Practice Administrative handbook
—each term to be three years and not to exceed two consecutive terms.
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2) The “At-Large” member listed above is defined as follows: an “at-large” member
should be affiliated with or have experience with FCM, another college ministry, or
Quaker Lake Camp. It is preferred that the “at-large” member be a part of FCNC. FCM
board is still working on a rotation schedule and is currently made up of Eric Morrison,
Chairperson from Outreach Commission; Paul Routh, Christian Education Commission;
Rita Mintmier—currently the “at-large” person (member of Cedar Square); Carrie
Lineberry, “at-large” person (former FCM pastor and FCM Coordinator); David
Robinette, Jr, “at-large” person (member of Centre Friends). At this time there is no
representation from M&C Executive Committee or the AOC. As a note, the FCM board
requested two “at-large” positions at the Fall Rep Body meeting, but upon further
discussion the board felt that a smaller board size would be more advantageous at this
time.

Lots of discussion ensued. Friends approved the “working”proposals from the FCM
board, but the final changes will have to be approved at Annual Sessions in order to
get into the F&P Administrative handbook.

Allie Hylton has become the new FCM Coordinator effective January 2025. Ministries
are currently at Appalachian State; NC State; and Wilmington; New start at UNC-
Chapel Hill just started at the end of February.

Any students should contact Allie at: hyltonallie@gmail.com

Outreach and Jamaica: Brent McKinney

Responsible for 4 endowment funds:

All balances and funds are doing well and all are being actively used.

Church Extention Funds: currently working with Thomasville Friends, and Kernersville.
Previously with Harmony Grove but funds are no longer needed there.

Vocations:

-Barker fund: one application

-General funds: (an education fund/loan program)—one application

Evangelism funds: funds going to the FCM coordinator Allie Hylton and FCM. In
addition, there are a few funds available to support an evangelism event, approximately
$2000.

Jamaica:

Vacation Bible School this year is July 7-19, 2025; cost is $1200/person; People are
needed to participate in helping down in Jamaica for VBS. Also in need of “goodie
bags” which consists of personal items: toothpaste; tooth brush; wash cloths, soap;
shampoo; pencils; small notepads; and a little toy if possible. The need is about 400
quart-size“goodie bags” Let Brent know if you know anyone that wants to go to
Jamaica so he can provide the training.

The Pastor situation: they are in need pastors; shortage due to old pastors passing
away or retiring; Working with FUM to fill some positions.

Missions: Brenda McKinney

Most money comes from Trust Funds. Even though we have Missions Sunday, last year
only 7 Monthly Meetings participated. The only fund raiser is the silent auction at
Annual Sessions. [f your Meeting is not participating, please reconsider. There are



many mission needs and sometimes we’d like to give more, but the funds are not
there.

FEMAP: Total donations given last year were $8836.56. Of that amount, our Missions
Committee gave them $1000; USFW gave $2262. The remaining amount came from
other Friends churches. A new mission that they are contributing to is Helping Hands.
Helping Hands delivers meals to homes. They discovered a real need for hygiene kits in
some of these homes and approached FEMAP to ask if they could supply kits. In 2024,
they were able to supply 2892 kits.

FWCC (Friends World Committee for Consultation): Representatives Rausie and David
Hobson and Brent and Brenda McKinney went to Scottsdale AZ for the Section of the
Americas Meeting. The theme was taken from Isaiah 43:19... “See | am doing a new
thing. Now it springs up. Do you not perceive it. | am making a way in the wilderness
and streams in the wasteland.” All speakers and programs were based around this
theme.

The rest of the Missions report and how we spend our money is on our website on the
NCYM, Inc report if you want more information.

Programs: Monica Williams:

Annual sessions is August 8th-9th; Sydney Matthews will handle the little children who
come. Baltimore Friends to do special worship music on the lawn (weather permitting)
on Saturday. Anyone interested in joining the Program committee, contact Monica.

Administrative Oversight Committee (AOC)—Erin Mintmier; Roger filling in

Hugh Spaulding has resigned from the AOC and Roger Greene has replaced him from
Southern Quarter.

At the last meeting a concern from YFAC and a suggestion that the date of Annual
Sessions be moved further out. This was tabled for further discussion. No decisions
were made.

Roger Holt presented a “Minute of Intent to Protect” from Fayetteville Friends.
(Attached). He suggested that each Meeting take a copy back to their Meeting and
discuss it. It may be something your Meeting wants to endorse. If so, it was suggested
that your Meeting sign it and send a copy back to Fayetteville Friends showing your
support. Roger thought it was timely and something to think about.

Superintendent Report: Mike Wall
Recently, we lost two pastor’s wives: Nelson Puffenbarger’s wife Cathy and Harold
Salmon’s wife Janet.

The Pastors Retreat at Ft. Caswell in February was very refreshing and renewing for
those who attended. Pastors shared that this is a very good, positive, and effective
need for pastors. The dates for the next retreat are February 16-19, 2026 next year;
Many pastors are bi-vocational so Please Encourage your pastor now so they can work
out the details to attend!



Pastors are visited as often as possible, and he visits with one church each month for
Worship. So far he has visited Marlboro, South Plainfield, and Archdale.

A book was given to each pastor called, “Lead With Prayer.” It is about businesses
around the world who discovered that prayer in their business improves their business.
Make sure your church has an organized prayer time—a need.

Mike is talking with a couple of churches about joining FCNC —but the progress is
slow,

Attends Quarterly Meetings when possible
Southern Quarter is starting an organized, inter-visitation ministry among the churches
to help get to know each other better,—talk with Michael Fulp Jr if interested.

Yadkin Quarter Deep Creek has become the mother church for our hispanic group,
Odre Nuevo. Mike and a few others are working with them, hoping to guide them into a
good relationship with FCNC and also to try and get them a meeting place

Met with the Recording and Revitalization committees at their request.

He is receiving more calls from churches and individuals requesting various things from
help with a pastoral situation to needing a phone number. Feel free to email or call him
anytime.

A prayer email continues to be sent out to everyone each week via email. If you are not
receiving this and would like to, please give Mike your name and email address.

Current list of pastoral arrangements:

Hood Swamp has interim pastor Otto Griffin

Mar Mac, Randleman, and Hunting Creek are vacant

Bethel has interim pastor Ricky Sessoms

Science Hill has interim pastor Alvin Battle until August when Andy Garner will replace
him as full time pastor

Centre has interim pastor Daniel Jordan

Rocky River—David Hobson retires in June

Deep Creek—Randy Quate will be leaving in June to become pastor at Nahunta
We need to Encourage our young people to listen to the Lord. Surely, He must be
calling people to pastoral ministry.

TOWN HALL—Roger Holt

Roger asked...How can FCNC help your ministry thrive (the ministry that you’re doing
or want to do)?

As things occur to you, email Roger Holt at yadkinvet@hotmail.com with your thoughts,
suggestions. He will take those to AOC to help nudge FCNC forward.

David Hobson suggested having a list of the dates for the coming year: Annual
sessions, Mid Year meeting, Rep Body meeting...to be given in advance so people can
plan, fixed dates. Also, a list of committees with who leads them, their email and phone
number given out every Annual Sessions.
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Tommy Sluder and Brent McKinney talked about communications —-for getting
information out to ALL meetings and making sure they get distributed to all their
members. A reminder to send all changes to David Briles who keeps the directory
updated as much as possible.

Roger will take these ideas back to AOC to consider.

As other things occur to you, email Roger Holt at yadkinvet@hotmail.com with your
thoughts, and any other suggestions. He will take those to AOC to help nudge FCNC
forward.

Sterling Brown who has been working with youth for 14 years, suggested that if your
Meeting is struggling to communicate with youth, contact him and he will help you. He
suggested that maybe a Workshop may be helpful.

Roger Holt adjourned the meeting at 12:15 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Roger Holt, Presiding Clerk
Christine Blamer, Recording Clerk
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