
WELCOME!
  

Welcome to your Friends Church North Carolina Newsletter!

This is a monthly e-newsletter dedicated to keeping you up to date

on current events within FCNC.

We strive to highlight topics of interest such as announcements,

who/what we support, recent activities, upcoming events etc.

How can you help?

Let us know if you have information that falls into these categories

at an FCNC level. Email information, pictures or ideas to our Social

Media Coordinator, Jenny Gullion at:

 jenny@friendschurchnc.org
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GOD WILL
PROVIDE

A Poem of Devotion: 

By: Justin Farley
CLICK HERE for more poems from the author

When you feel strangled by your mistakes
and crushed beneath the weight of guilt's landslide,
trust that your shame will give way to redemption,

for God will provide.

When your crops fail you
and your harvest withers at your side,

believe that your table will soon be filled—
for God will provide.

When you've come to the end of the causeway
and trouble surrounds you on all sides,

see the way beyond what the eyes can see—
for God will provide.

When your dark night feels eternal,
and it seems the sun refuses to rise,

know there's already a dawn waiting for you—
for God will provide.

When hope seems all but lost
and tears feel permanent in your eyes,

wait patiently for your redeemer—
for God will provide.

When the wind of the world extinguishes your lantern,
and you feel you've lost your only guide,

a fire will be lit within you—
for God will provide.

God will provide when it's hopeless,
when failures engulf your successes,

and when all other paths lead you astray.

God will provide strength to the weary,
a lending hand to the burdened,
and a way where there is no way.

God will provide a key to unlock addictions,
he's the hero that rises up to slays your dragons,

and he's the breaker of destructive pride.

God will provide food for your soul,
he gives the restless heart a home,

and is a friend to those the world casts aside.

Yes, in all trials that greet you,
when no road rises up to meet you,

God will provide.

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;
and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;

When you walk through fire you shall not be burned,
and the flame shall not consume you.

For I am the LORD your God,
the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.

-Isaiah 43: 2-3

https://alongthebarrenroad.com/2018/09/21/god-will-provide-poem/


If you have any announcements  

jenny@friendschurchnc.org

Let us know at

**Attention Committee Members** 
Don't forget to let us know if there is any upcoming dates we should add to our newsletter by the 20th of each month 

Upcoming Events:

Check out the next
few pages for more
information about

these events

May 16  2026th

Concord Friends 
Blood Drive 9:30AM-2:00PM

May 31   2026st

Mission Sunday
More Info Below

May 22- 24  2026
Stoking the fire
@ First Friends

Richmond, Indiana

CLICK HERE for
registration and more

information on this
event.

mailto:jenny@friendschurchnc.org
https://www.cognitoforms.com/FriendsUnitedMeeting/StokingTheFire2026RediscoveringTheBasics


Directory

There was a possible data breech
in our directory. Therefore the
password has been changed.

Please reach out to Paul Routh to
learn how to regain access.
paul@friendschurchnc.org

 Log in HERE

still available!

Announcements: 

mailto:paul@friendschurchnc.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd_Ekk6sktBC-Wq4g8LPfEwMg1BbEBelCBkMlYco8lDTCvzBg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd_Ekk6sktBC-Wq4g8LPfEwMg1BbEBelCBkMlYco8lDTCvzBg/viewform




If your meeting has a position filled please e-mail 
Paul Routh at paul@friendschurchnc.org

or Jenny Gullion at Jenny@friendschurchnc.org

so that we can remove the job description from the
newsletter and the website. To see a full list of job openings

and ministry opportunities Click Here.

MINISTRIES
FUM NORTH  AMER ICAN

SURVEYS

Click Here

Click Here

M I C H A E L  S H E R M A N  
C O O R D I N A T O R  N O R T H  A M E R I C A N  A N D  C A R I B B E A N  M I N I S T R I E S  

mailto:paul@friendschurchnc.org
mailto:Jenny@friendschurchnc.org
https://www.friendschurchnc.org/job-descriptions
https://www.cognitoforms.com/FriendsUnitedMeeting/FriendsSpiritualGrowthTransformation
https://www.cognitoforms.com/FriendsUnitedMeeting/FriendsUnitedMeetingCongregationMeetingNeeds


In Search of...
 FCNC Administrative/Communications Coordinator

We ask that you share this within your local meetings to help us find the perfect
candidate. All requirements for the position are listed in the description.

Resumes are due by Saturday, April 18  2026th

Email Erin Mintmier at: emintmier@gmail.com

mailto:emintmier@gmail.com


FUMFUMFUM
UPDATEUPDATEUPDATE

Meet our Missions
Jamaica

Over 100 years ago, FUM missionaries went to Jamaica to help plant churches, begin schools and train
leaders. Today, Jamaica Yearly Meeting members continue to reach out to their communities by
nurturing those in need, inviting new people into their fellowships and providing quality education
through Happy Grove School. Partnering with Quaker sisters and brothers from North Carolina Yearly
Meeting, Jamaican Friends also hold a thriving Vacation Bible School outreach to children throughout
the island.

FUM African Office
Organizes Dialogue

Forum for Quaker Youth

“How do we heal as a community with both beauty and pain?” As we sat on a
hill overlooking Mt. Elgon, peaceful green mountains stretched as far as the
eye could see, but they hadn’t always looked this way. Election violence has
scarred the area around us, and many young people across Mt. Elgon are
still processing death, grief, confusion, and one question: how do we build
differently for our generation? In a year, Kenya will enter another election
period. Will youth lead the charge for peace, or repeat the tragedies of our
past? About 173 young people from three Quaker Yearly Meetings came
together in Chwele to unpack these questions. This forum provided space
for messy, honest dialogue about trauma, healing, responsibility, and
repentance. Drawing inspiration from the Kenyan constitution and our
Quaker values, participants left not only with discussion but also with
accountability.
 CLICK HERE to read the full story

https://mailchi.mp/friendsunitedmeeting.org/fum-e-news-2026-april-30?e=aeda5ca60e


Quotes on
“Religion”:

S OME FRU I T S  OF  
SOLITUDE
Proverbs, Wisdom & Principles for Better Living
By: William Penn

512- “if he has made us sensible of his justice, by his reproof; of his patience, by his
forbearance; of his mercy, by his forgiveness; of his holiness, by the sanctification of
our hearts through his spirit; we have a grounded knowledge of God. This is
experience, that speculation; this enjoyment, that report. In short, this is undeniable
evidence, with the realities of religion, and will stand all winds and Weathers.”

513- “As our faith, so our devotion should be lively. Cold meat won't serve at those
repasts.”

514- “It's a coal from Gods altar, must kindle our fire: and without fire, true Fire, no
acceptable sacrifice.”

Excerpts from:

HIGHLIGHTS
FCNC  BOOKST ORE

In this portion of the newsletter we will highlight books that can be purchased
through the FCNC online bookstore! A link will be provided where you may
purchase your own copy and add to your library at home!

Greensboro Monthly Meeting of Friends:
a New Meeting For a New Age
By: Hiram H. Hilty

CLICK HERE TO PURCHASE

Hilty gives a history as well as noting the services and the life of
Greensboro Monthly Meeting of Friends, more commonly known as First
Friends Meeting. He also mentions how the world impacted them. Issues
such as war, epidemics, and disasters..

Some Fruits of

https://www.friendschurchnc.org/product-page/greensboro-monthly-meeting-of-friends-a-new-meeting-for-a-new-age


Quaker Query
...for May

Hello from your FCNC Comm-Tech Committee!
The best way for Friends to stay up to date and aware of news & events is to get connected.
There are 3 great ways to do that:

1) subscribe to Bearing Fruit (click HERE)
2) follow FCNC's Facebook Page (click HERE) 
3) join FCNC's Facebook group (click HERE)
 
Social Media isn't for everyone, and we completely understand, so that's where "Bearing Fruit" is a great option.
But what about those in our Meetings who still don’t receive the newsletter?
That's where YOU come in! 
Pastors, announce to your congregations on Sundays.
Friends, ask your friends if they've seen the newsletter.
Committee leaders, consider printing off copies to hand out to those who are less likely to use technology.
Together, we can get the word out! Thank you for your help

Social Media
Comm-Tech Committee Statement

jenny@friendschurchnc.org
Click here to send me an e-mail

What is a "Quaker Query"?
Quakers use the term Query to refer to a question or series of questions

used for reflection and in spiritual exercises. Friends have used Queries as
tools for offering spiritual challenges to the community for much of their

history.

Consider this...

“Does thee observe simplicity in thy manner of living, sincerity in speech, and
modesty in apparel? Does thee guard against involving thyself in temporal affairs to

the hindrance of spiritual growth? Is thee just in thy dealings and careful to fulfill
thy promises? Does thee seek to make thy Christian faith a part of thy daily work?”

-Ohio Yearly Meeting Query Page

https://www.friendschurchnc.org/newsletter
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsChurchNC
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2092053490824258
mailto:jenny@friendschurchnc.org
https://www.quakerjane.com/index.php?fuseaction=spirituality.advicesqueries


How can we pray for you?

Pray for those in danger in the Middle East.

Pray that by some means, all will come to know
Christ, and that lives will be spared and Peace will

come soon.

CORNER
Prayer

Prayer: Praise:
SALVATION: 

THANK GOD FOR SENDING JESUS,
PROVIDING A SAVIOR, AND OFFERING

FORGIVENESS OF SINS.



Yadkin Quarterly Meeting

Visit with Winthrop Friends

Yadkin Quarterly Meeting on Sunday April 19th 2026
Pictured are: Kevin Smitherman (Forbush) & Heather Spaulding
(Connection) Clerks of M&C. Steve Brown (Clerk-Harmony
Grove) & Roger Holt (Clerk- FCNC).

RECAPRECAPRECAPRECAP

Superintendent, Mike Wall, visited with Winthrop Friends on April 26.
Pictured is Pastor George Anne Hartline teaching the Children's Sermon,
the choir and congregation.
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