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WELCOME!
  

Welcome to your Friends Church North Carolina Newsletter!

This is a monthly e-newsletter dedicated to keeping you up to date

on current events within FCNC.

We strive to highlight topics of interest such as announcements,

who/what we support, recent activities, upcoming events etc.

How can you help?

Let us know if you have information that falls into these categories

at an FCNC level. Email information, pictures or ideas to our Social

Media Coordinator,

Jenny Gullion at: jenny@friendschurchnc.org

mailto:jenny@friendschurchnc.org


CALLED TO
FREEDOM

Quotes by Quakers

A Word of Devotion: 

continued on next page

“So if the Son sets you free, 
you will be free indeed!”

-John 8: 36

“Our life is love, and peace, and tenderness;
and bearing one with another, and

forgiving one another, and not laying
accusations one against another; but

praying one for another, and helping one
another up with a tender hand.”

-Isaac Pennington 

By: Lysa TerKeurst



Labels are awful. They imprison us in categories that are hard to escape. 
Maybe you are familiar with labels too …

I am a wreck.
I am a people-pleaser.
I am unglued.
I am an insecure mess.
And the list goes on.
With all the struggles my family has been through this past year, it’s hard to look at social media
and not feel the weight of life looking so different than I thought it would.
I labeled our situation as a mess and then resigned myself to never feeling normal again.
But one day, I found hope in an unexpected memory that came to mind.
I don’t often visit museums. However, I’d read some fascinating facts about Michelangelo’s
David,and made it my mission several years ago to go and see the original at the Accademia
Gallery in Florence, Italy.

Sources say the artist never left his David. For more than two years, he worked on and slept
beside the 6-ton slab of marble whose subject called to him from inside the unchiseled places.
When at last the 17-foot David emerged, Michelangelo is reported to have said, “I saw the angel
in the marble and carved until I set him free.” When asked how he made his statue,
Michelangelo answered, “It is easy. You just chip away the stone that doesn’t look like David.”
After a two-hour wait in a long line of tourists, I was about to see it for myself. I stopped just
inside the narrow corridor, still 30 feet from the David. This was not where everyone else
wanted to stop, and so I caused a bit of a traffic jam.
I understood why everyone rushed past me. Why would anyone stop to stare at the unfinished
sculptures lining the hallway? Why attend to blocks of stone with roughly hewn, half-completed
figures when sculpted perfection stands just a short walk away? Who would stop?

A woman captivated by seeing her interior reality vividly depicted in stone, that’s who. I stood in
the shadow of one of the unfinished sculptures that’s part of this collection aptly titled
Prisoners. And I stared.
I tilted my head and let it soak in. This less-noticed sculpture was me — an unfinished prisoner
locked inside my self-imposed labels.
Then, I turned and looked down the corridor at the David, the statue fully chiseled by a master
artist. As I walked toward it, I whispered, “O God, chisel me. I don’t want to be locked in my hard
perceptions forever. I want to be all that You have in mind for me to be.”

It is beautiful when the Master chisels. God doesn’t want us to label ourselves and stay stuck.
But He does want to make us aware of the chiseling that needs to be done. So, instead of
condemning myself with statements like, I’m such a mess, I could say, Let God chisel. Let Him
work on my hard places so I can leave the dark places of being stuck and come into the light of
who He designed me to be.
God is calling us out — out of darkness, out from those places we thought would never get
better, out of being stuck. And with His call comes His promise that He will complete the good
work He began in us. (Philippians 1:6)



If you have any announcements  

jenny@friendschurchnc.org

Let us know at

**Attention Committee Members** 
Don't forget to let us know if there is any upcoming dates we should add to our newsletter by the 20th of each month 

Upcoming Events:

Check out the next
few pages for more
information about

these events

***SAVE THE DATE***
Annual NC USFW Gathering

at Deep River Friends
September 13  2025th

Recurring Movie night
June-October

(see flyer below for more info)
@ Rocky River Friends meeting

August 8 & 9
Annual Sessions @ QLC

Registration Deadline: July 28th
(see flyer below for more details)

The links provided below will
allow you to register and will

also take you to more
information, including a schedule!

Adult Registration Webpage:
CLICK HERE

Youth Registration Webpage:
CLICK HERE

Concord Friends Meeting
VBS July 20th-24th

6PM-8:30PM
(see flyer below for more info)

Centre  Friends Meeting
FCNC Ministry & Counsel meeting

July 26  at 9AMth

Focus: One action item for Annual Sessions
 and setting action steps from the

 “Its Time To Talk” gathering.
contact Tommy Sluder, 336-580-0947

for more info

Concord Friends Meeting
July 26th from 5PM-7PM

Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser
(see flyer below for more info)

Science Hill Friends Meeting
 September 7th

from 1:30PM-4:30PM
Biblical Nutritional Talk

(see flyer below for more info)

USFWI inc Art Contest
Deadline: August 30th

(For more info see flyer below)

mailto:jenny@friendschurchnc.org
https://www.friendschurchnc.org/fcnc-annual-sessions
https://www.friendschurchnc.org/young-friends


We received an e-mail announcing that Centre Friends is
looking for a full time Pastor and Youth pastor. Below is

a link to the job descriptions that will give interested
applicants a good idea of what Centre is looking for.

Prayerfully consider this and reach out to those that
may qualify, if the Lord should so lead. 

 Click HERE to visit FCNC website to read the Full job
description. 

 

In Search of a 
Pastor  for Centre Friends

Directory

There was a possible data breech
in our directory. Therefore the
password has been changed.

Please reach out to Paul Routh to
learn how to regain access.
paul@friendschurchnc.org

 Log in HERE

still available!

Announcements: 

https://www.friendschurchnc.org/job-descriptions
mailto:paul@friendschurchnc.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd_Ekk6sktBC-Wq4g8LPfEwMg1BbEBelCBkMlYco8lDTCvzBg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd_Ekk6sktBC-Wq4g8LPfEwMg1BbEBelCBkMlYco8lDTCvzBg/viewform


Position filled!!

 Alvin Battle has accepted the
call to serve as interim pastor
until Andy Garner is to become
our full time pastor in August!

Position filled!!



The Quaker organizations Right Sharing of World Resources is hiring a
Director of Community Development. We are looking for a trainer or

facilitator with cross-cultural and management experience who is called
to partner with women in improving their lives. Remote, full-time. Open

until filled.

The Quaker organization Right Sharing of World Resources is hiring
an Executive Assistant. We are looking for a detail-oriented person
who likes to improve administrative systems; who enjoys working

independently and as part of a team; who wants to contribute to global
equity. Remote, 28 hours/week. 

https://rswr.org/careers
https://rswr.org/careers




Concord Friends Meeting
 5000 Old Randleman Rd.
 Greensboro, NC 27406

Concord Friends Meeting
Quaker Men & USFW ladies
are hosting a fundraiser

We are having a spaghetti and salad
fundraiser dinner for the Humble

Family to help offset the costs they
have incurred between Liz's colon

cancer treatments and Mickey’s
heart failure surgeries.

Desserts by the USFW ladies! 
***Donations only***

Saturday July 26th from 5-7 PM





FUMFUM
UPDATEUPDATE

Meet our Missions
Cuba

Cuba Friends is a small, vibrant and rapidly-growing group of Friends who are busy ministering
to their communities and establishing a vision for outreach to others. Through FUM’s Living
Letters program, visitors from across our global fellowship make twice-annual trips to learn

from, work alongside and fellowship with Cuban Quakers. With continuing restrictions on travel
to Cuba, these trips provide life-sustaining and spirit-nurturing connections for everyone

involved. In addition, FUM partners with the Cuban Quaker Peace Institute, a training center for
pastors and other leaders, teaching Quaker theology and history, Bible, and peacemaking.

Hope, Healing, and
Witness in East

Africa

Friends in East Africa are offering hope to children seeking
safety and education, healing and reconciling communities,
and bearing witness to the possibilities of peace. Join Getry
Agizah, Programme Officer for Friends United Meeting, to learn
more and offer support.

In addition, July 3–22, New York Yearly Meeting Friends are
offering twenty-three different Virtual Interest Groups to the
New York Yearly Meeting community, covering a broad range
of subjects and experiences.

CLICK HERE to read more!

https://us10.campaign-archive.com/?e=aeda5ca60e&u=77b72b10d16b6d83e6709ae57&id=390f0b7040
https://us10.campaign-archive.com/?e=aeda5ca60e&u=77b72b10d16b6d83e6709ae57&id=390f0b7040
https://us10.campaign-archive.com/?e=aeda5ca60e&u=77b72b10d16b6d83e6709ae57&id=390f0b7040
https://us10.campaign-archive.com/?e=aeda5ca60e&u=77b72b10d16b6d83e6709ae57&id=390f0b7040
https://us10.campaign-archive.com/?e=aeda5ca60e&u=77b72b10d16b6d83e6709ae57&id=390f0b7040
https://us10.campaign-archive.com/?e=aeda5ca60e&u=77b72b10d16b6d83e6709ae57&id=390f0b7040
https://us10.campaign-archive.com/?e=aeda5ca60e&u=77b72b10d16b6d83e6709ae57&id=390f0b7040
https://us10.campaign-archive.com/?e=aeda5ca60e&u=77b72b10d16b6d83e6709ae57&id=390f0b7040
https://us10.campaign-archive.com/?e=aeda5ca60e&u=77b72b10d16b6d83e6709ae57&id=390f0b7040
https://us10.campaign-archive.com/?e=aeda5ca60e&u=77b72b10d16b6d83e6709ae57&id=df283003cc
https://us10.campaign-archive.com/?e=aeda5ca60e&u=77b72b10d16b6d83e6709ae57&id=df283003cc


Quotes on
“Religion”:

S OME FRU I T S  OF  
SOLITUDE
Proverbs, Wisdom & Principles for Better Living
By: William Penn

470- “Saint James gives a short draught of this matter, but very full and reaching,
pure religion and undefiled before God the father, is this, to visit the fatherless and
the widows in their affliction, and to keep ourselves unspotted from the world.
Which is comprised in these two words, charity and piety.”

471- “They that truly make these their aim, will find them their attainment; and with
them, the Peace that follows so excellent a condition.”

472- “Amuse not thyself therefore with the numerous opinions of the world, nor
value by self upon verbal orthodoxy, philosophy, or the skill in tongues, or
knowledge of the fathers; (too much the business and vanity of the world) but in this
rejoice, that thou knowest God, that is the Lord, who exerciseth loving kindness and
judgment and righteousness in the Earth.”

Excerpts from:

HIGHLIGHTS
FCNC  BOOKST ORE

In this portion of the newsletter we will highlight books that can be purchased
through the FCNC online bookstore! A link will be provided where you may
purchase your own copy and add to your library at home!

Pioneers in Quaker Education: The
Story of John W. and Mary C.
Woody
By:Mary Edith Hinshaw
CLICK HERE TO PURCHASE
Pioneers in Quaker Education: The Story of John W. and Mary C.
Woody (1992).
A granddaughter tells the story of a couple instrumental in the
founding of six Quaker colleges.

Some Fruits of

https://www.friendschurchnc.org/product-page/self-supported-ministers-lest-we-forget
https://www.friendschurchnc.org/product-page/self-supported-ministers-lest-we-forget
https://www.friendschurchnc.org/product-page/self-supported-ministers-lest-we-forget
https://www.ncfhs.org/product/pioneers-in-quaker-education-the-story-of-john-w-and-mary-c-woody/


Quaker Query ...for July

Hello from your FCNC Comm-Tech Committee!
Many members within FCNC are still unaware that we have a newsletter!
The best way for Friends to stay up to date and aware of news & events is to get connected.
There are 3 great ways to do that:

1) subscribe to Bearing Fruit (click HERE)
2) follow FCNC's Facebook Page (click HERE) 
3) join FCNC's Facebook group (click HERE)
 
Social Media isn't for everyone, and we completely understand, so that's where "Bearing Fruit" is a great option.
But what about those in our Meetings who still haven't heard about or seen the newsletter?
That's where YOU come in! 
Pastors, announce to your congregations on Sundays.
Friends, ask your friends if they've seen the newsletter.
Committee leaders, consider printing off copies to hand out to those who are less likely to use technology.
Together, we can get the word out! Thank you for your help

Social Media
Comm-Tech Committee Statement

jenny@friendschurchnc.org
Click here to send me an e-mail

What is a "Quaker Query"?
Quakers use the term Query to refer to a question or series of questions

used for reflection and in spiritual exercises. Friends have used Queries as
tools for offering spiritual challenges to the community for much of their

history.

Consider this...

 Do you cherish an understanding and forgiving spirit? Do you avoid
unkind gossip and the spreading of rumour? Do you avoid damaging

the reputation of others? Do you cultivate an appreciation of each
individual’s worth?

-Quakers in Ireland Religeous Society of Friends

https://www.friendschurchnc.org/newsletter
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsChurchNC
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2092053490824258
mailto:jenny@friendschurchnc.org
https://quakers-in-ireland.ie/about-us/principles/queries/


How can we pray for you?

CORNER
Prayer

Prayer: Praise:
 

Don’t hesitate to reach out and let us know how
we can pray for you!

-Individual needs
-Meeting needs
-Social concerns

-Spiritual Concerns
Nothing is too big or too small for God!

jenny@friendschurchnc.org
 

Thank God for true friends. Community.
Church family. Coworkers. Neighbors.
Community Service members.

A friend loves at all times
Proverb 17:17 ESV

mailto:jenny@friendschurchnc.org


QLC 75  Anniversaryth

RECAPRECAP

Quaker Lake Camp celebrated 75 years of camping on Saturday with over 600 people coming out
for an afternoon of camp activities. Thanks to everyone who joined us! We loved seeing campers,
staff and friends of QLC from the 1950s through today. Attendees enjoyed canoeing, swimming,
hiking, making friendship bracelets, singing camp songs, and worshipping around the camp fire.
We're excited for the next 75 years!
CLICK HERE to follow QLC on Facebook and to see more pictures of this event.

https://www.facebook.com/quakerlakecamp


Visit to Goldsboro Friends
Superintendent Mike Wall was able to visit with Goldsboro Friends on May 11  2025th

Persons present on a Rainy DayPastor Tim Grant preaches



Visit to Rocky River Friends
June 29  Superintendent, Mike Wall, was able to visit with Rocky River Friends for David Hobson's
Retirement service. Worship at Rocky River Friends was David Hobson's final service as pastor after
30 years!

th

David greets folks who are coming in.

A nearly full parking lot ! The church was nearly full !

Thank you for 30 years of service and ministry in the church and community


