
WELCOME!
  

Welcome to your Friends Church North Carolina Newsletter!

This is a monthly e-newsletter dedicated to keeping you up to date

on current events within FCNC.

We strive to highlight topics of interest such as announcements,

who/what we support, recent activities, upcoming events etc.

How can you help?

Let us know if you have information that falls into these categories

at an FCNC level. Email information, pictures or ideas to our Social

Media Coordinator, Jenny Gullion at:

 jenny@friendschurchnc.org
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THE OLD RUGGED
CROSS

A Song of Devotion: 

continued on next page

By: George Bennard
1873-1958

On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross,
the emblem of suffering and shame;

and I love that old cross where the dearest and best
for a world of lost sinners was slain.

So I'll cherish the old rugged cross,
till my trophies at last I lay down;

I will cling to the old rugged cross,
and exchange it some day for a crown.

O that old rugged cross, so despised by the world,
has a wondrous attraction for me;

for the dear Lamb of God left his glory above
to bear it to dark Calvary.

In that old rugged cross, stained with blood so divine,
a wondrous beauty I see,

for 'twas on that old cross Jesus suffered and died,
to pardon and sanctify me.

o that old rugged cross I will ever be true,
its shame and reproach gladly bear;

then he'll call me some day to my home far away,
where his glory forever I'll share.

So I'll cherish the old rugged cross,
till my trophies at last I lay down;

I will cling to the old rugged cross,
and exchange it some day for a crown.

George was born in
Youngstown, OH. When he
was a child the family moved
to Albia, Iowa. He served
with the Salvation Army in
Iowa for several years
before he was ordained in
the Methodist Episcopal
Church. He wrote words
and tune for his best known
hymn "The Old Rugged
Cross" in 1913.



If you have any announcements  

jenny@friendschurchnc.org

Let us know at

**Attention Committee Members** 
Don't forget to let us know if there is any upcoming dates we should add to our newsletter by the 20th of each month 

Upcoming Events:

Check out the next
few pages for more
information about

these events

May 2nd 2026
USFW Spring conference

Checkin starts: 9AM
Registration deadline: April 20th

(More information below)

 April 24  -26  2026th th

“BOLD” Young Friends Spring retreat
@ Ft Caswell

registration Deadline: April 20th
CLICK HERE to register NOW!

April 3  2026rd

Centre Friends 
Good Friday service @6PM

April 5   2026th

Centre Friends 
Sunrise service & Breakfast @7PM

May 16  2026th

Concord Friends 
Blood Drive 9:30AM-2:00PM

May 31   2026st

Mission Sunday
More Info Below

May 4th 2026
Quaker Men Spring Fling
Forbush Friends @ 6:02PM

All men, from 5 -105 are encouraged to
attend. Even if your Meeting doesn't have a

Quaker Men's group please come and join us
for great fellowship. You do not want to miss

our guest speaker. It is none other than Ernest
T Bass. Don't worry, he has promised not to

throw any rocks. 

Eddie Kilbourne is a Christian Minister and Co-Pastor at Cornerstone House
of Prayer in Big Stone Gap, Virginia. Pastor Eddie and his Father founded

Cornerstone in 2001 as a Church of Restoration. He and his wife Cheryl lead
worship services and weekly Bible Study. Eddie is a Nationally known Tribute

Artist representing Ernest T Bass of The Andy Griffith Show. Eddie believes
that good clean comedy is food for the soul and uses a comedic ministry to
share Christ. He looks and sounds like the original Ernest T Bass and often

has to convince his fans that he isn’t the original Ernest T. 

mailto:jenny@friendschurchnc.org
https://www.friendschurchnc.org/young-friends-spring-retreat


Directory

There was a possible data breech
in our directory. Therefore the
password has been changed.

Please reach out to Paul Routh to
learn how to regain access.
paul@friendschurchnc.org

 Log in HERE

still available!

Announcements: 

mailto:paul@friendschurchnc.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd_Ekk6sktBC-Wq4g8LPfEwMg1BbEBelCBkMlYco8lDTCvzBg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd_Ekk6sktBC-Wq4g8LPfEwMg1BbEBelCBkMlYco8lDTCvzBg/viewform




If your meeting has a position filled please e-mail 
Paul Routh at paul@friendschurchnc.org

or Jenny Gullion at Jenny@friendschurchnc.org
so that we can remove the job description from the
newsletter and the website. To see a full list of job
openings and ministry opportunities Click Here.

mailto:paul@friendschurchnc.org
mailto:Jenny@friendschurchnc.org
https://www.friendschurchnc.org/job-descriptions


In Search of...
 FCNC Administrative/Communications Coordinator

We ask that you share this within your local meetings to help us find the perfect
candidate. All requirements for the position are listed in the description.

Resumes are due by Saturday, April 18  2026th

Email Erin Mintmier at: emintmier@gmail.com

mailto:emintmier@gmail.com


FUMFUMFUM
UPDATEUPDATEUPDATE

Meet our Missions
Cuba

Cuba Friends is a small, vibrant and rapidly-growing group of Friends who are busy ministering to their
communities and establishing a vision for outreach to others. Through FUM’s Living Letters program,
visitors from across our global fellowship make trips to learn from, work alongside and fellowship with
Cuban Quakers. With continuing restrictions on travel to Cuba, these trips provide life-sustaining and
spirit-nurturing connections for everyone involved. In addition, FUM partners with the Cuban Quaker
Peace Institute, a training center for pastors and other leaders, teaching Quaker theology and history,
Bible, and peacemaking.

Kenyan Quakers Hold
Peace Summit for Young

Friends

Kenya is approximately eighteen months away from the 2027 General
Election. This period provides a crucial opportunity for youth leaders
to intentionally prepare for peacebuilding, civic responsibility, and
faithful witness within our churches and communities.

Friends United Meeting Africa Ministries, in collaboration with Friends
Church Kenya, held a Quaker Peace Summit at the Friends Church in
Handidi in preparation for the elections. This summit was attended by over
thirty participants from different Yearly Meetings in Kenya and was
facilitated by key speakers from the Independent Electoral and Boundaries
Commission (IEBC) in Kenya. IEBC is an independent regulatory agency
responsible for conducting and supervising elections and referendums.
Other speakers included Hezron Masitsa, a peacebuilding specialist and
Justice and Peace Secretary for the Friends World Committee for
Consultation. CLICK HERE to read the full story

https://us10.campaign-archive.com/?e=aeda5ca60e&u=77b72b10d16b6d83e6709ae57&id=390f0b7040
https://us10.campaign-archive.com/?e=aeda5ca60e&u=77b72b10d16b6d83e6709ae57&id=390f0b7040
https://us10.campaign-archive.com/?e=aeda5ca60e&u=77b72b10d16b6d83e6709ae57&id=390f0b7040
https://us10.campaign-archive.com/?e=aeda5ca60e&u=77b72b10d16b6d83e6709ae57&id=390f0b7040
https://mailchi.mp/friendsunitedmeeting.org/fum-e-news-2026-march-27b?e=aeda5ca60e


Quotes on
“Religion”:

S OME FRU I T S  OF  
SOLITUDE
Proverbs, Wisdom & Principles for Better Living
By: William Penn

507- “This World is a form; our bodies are forms; and no visible act of devotion can
be without forms. But yet the less form in religion, the better, since God is a spirit:
for the more mental our worship, the more adequate to the nature of God; the more
silent, the more suitable to the language of a spirit.”

508- “Words are for others, not for ourselves: nor for God, who hears not as bodies
do; but as spirits should.”

511- “Men may tire themselves in a labyrinth of search, and talk of God: but if we
would know him indeed, it must be from the impressions we receive of him; and the
softer our hearts are, the deeper and livelier those will be upon us.”

Excerpts from:

HIGHLIGHTS
FCNC  BOOKST ORE

In this portion of the newsletter we will highlight books that can be purchased
through the FCNC online bookstore! A link will be provided where you may
purchase your own copy and add to your library at home!

Walk With Us: 
Pine Hills Heritage and Hope
By: Melva K. Greene

CLICK HERE TO PURCHASE

Greene writes about the history of Pine Hill Friends Meeting in honor of
the 100th anniversary of the Meeting's founding. She speaks of the
history as well as the services and notable members.

Some Fruits of

https://www.friendschurchnc.org/product-page/walk-with-us-pine-hills-heritage-and-hope


Quaker Query
...for April

Hello from your FCNC Comm-Tech Committee!
The best way for Friends to stay up to date and aware of news & events is to get connected.
There are 3 great ways to do that:

1) subscribe to Bearing Fruit (click HERE)
2) follow FCNC's Facebook Page (click HERE) 
3) join FCNC's Facebook group (click HERE)
 
Social Media isn't for everyone, and we completely understand, so that's where "Bearing Fruit" is a great option.
But what about those in our Meetings who still don’t receive the newsletter?
That's where YOU come in! 
Pastors, announce to your congregations on Sundays.
Friends, ask your friends if they've seen the newsletter.
Committee leaders, consider printing off copies to hand out to those who are less likely to use technology.
Together, we can get the word out! Thank you for your help

Social Media
Comm-Tech Committee Statement

jenny@friendschurchnc.org
Click here to send me an e-mail

What is a "Quaker Query"?
Quakers use the term Query to refer to a question or series of questions

used for reflection and in spiritual exercises. Friends have used Queries as
tools for offering spiritual challenges to the community for much of their

history.

Consider this...

Believing our bodies to be the temple of God, is thee concerned to attain a high level
of physical and mental health? To this end is thy life an example of temperance in

all things? Does thee avoid and discourage the use and handling of intoxicants,
tobacco, and improper use of drugs?

-Ohio Yearly Meeting Query Page

https://www.friendschurchnc.org/newsletter
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsChurchNC
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2092053490824258
mailto:jenny@friendschurchnc.org
https://www.quakerjane.com/index.php?fuseaction=spirituality.advicesqueries


How can we pray for you?

Pray for those in danger in the Middle East.

Pray that by some means, all will come to know
Christ, and that lives will be spared and Peace will

come soon.

CORNER
Prayer

Prayer: Praise:

He brought them out of darkness and
the shadow of death and broke apart

the bonds that held them.  
Psalms 107:14 AMP

PRAISE GOD FOR DELIVERANCE FROM
DARKNESS AND THE SHADOW OF

DEATH.



QLC Easter Egg Hunt

Concord Friends Easter Egg Hunt

What a wonderful night! Over 125 campers enjoyed crafts,
games, a devotion, and the excitement of the starlit Flashlight
Egg Hunt!

RECAPRECAPRECAPRECAP

Concord Friends held their Community Egg Hunt on March 28. They had 51 kids in attendance with 35
volunteers and about 125 people in total. The families enjoyed egg hunts, bouncy house, crafts, Bingo, face
painting, and delicious hot dogs! The whole congregation involved donating candy and prizes, stuffing eggs
and volunteering the day of the hunt. 



Marlboro Youth Meeting

South Plainfield  Friends

Youth Program @ Marlboro on Wednesday evening, March 18th
where Terry Linthicum, youth pastor, leads 60 youth in Worship 

Superintendent, Mike Wall, was able to visit with South Plainfield Friends on Sunday, March 22   2026.nd

Pictured is Interim Pastor- Alvin Battle and wife, Annette.

 



 Deep Creek Friends Meeting

Charlie Routh Celebration
Friends and volunteers gathered at the Friends Home in Greensboro to celebrate the remarkable
lifelong service of Charlie Routh to the North Carolina Friends Disaster Service. The afternoon was
filled with stories, gratitude, and fellowship as many reflected on the countless lives touched through
Charlie’s dedication to helping others. His extraordinary record of participating in 153 mission trips
stands as a powerful testament to a lifetime of compassion, faith, and service—an accomplishment
that will likely never be equaled. The gathering was a meaningful time to honor Charlie’s legacy and
the lasting impact he has made on the Friends Disaster Service community. 

 



QLC Womens Retreat
Over 100 ladies attended the QLC Women's Retreat on March 7. It was a great day of fun, food and
fellowship! Thanks to everyone who attended and facilitated classes. Mark your calendar for next
year's retreat planned for March 6  th
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