
WELCOME!
  

Welcome to your Friends Church North Carolina Newsletter!

This is a monthly e-newsletter dedicated to keeping you up to date

on current events within FCNC.

We strive to highlight topics of interest such as announcements,

who/what we support, recent activities, upcoming events etc.

How can you help?

Let us know if you have information that falls into these categories

at an FCNC level. Email information, pictures or ideas to our Social

Media Coordinator, Jenny Gullion at:

 jenny@friendschurchnc.org
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THE BLESSING
OF SPRING

A Poem of Devotion: 

continued on next page

By: Deborah Ann Belka

There are many blessings,
that each new Spring brings

you can see it bloom about
and hear the song it sings.

With winters bleakness over,
and brighter days ahead

comes promises of new life
Springtime loves to spread.

As God unfolds the flowers,
and their buds begin to show
He gives to us the assurance

grace in our hearts will grow.

He sends us the robin’s song,
with the promise to provide

a shelter under His mighty wing
where in His love we can abide.

He melts the snowy covers,
and sends the refreshing rain
sprinkling us with His mercies
to heal winter’s ache and pain.

God’s given to all His Son,
to shed upon us a new light

and the real blessing of Spring . . .
is keeping Jesus in our sight!



If you have any announcements  

jenny@friendschurchnc.org

Let us know at

**Attention Committee Members** 
Don't forget to let us know if there is any upcoming dates we should add to our newsletter by the 20th of each month 

Upcoming Events:

Check out the next
few pages for more
information about

these events

March 22-27th, 2026
FDS trip to Western nC

for disaster relief
of hurricane Helene

March 28th 2026
Easter egg hunt

with Concord friends
@11 AM

(More info below)May 2nd 2026
USFW Spring conference

Checkin starts: 9AM
Registration deadline: April 20th

(More information below)

 April 24  -26  2026th th

“BOLD” Young Friends Spring retreat
@ Ft Caswell

registration Deadline: April 20th
CLICK HERE to register NOW!

March 5-8 2026
FCNC Youth Pastors retreat

March 21   2026st

Mid Year Gathering
at Cedar Square Friends

@10AM

March 21   2026st

CentreFriends Country Breakfast
7AM-10AM 

March 21   2026st

QLC flash light Easter Egg hunt 
CLICK HERE for info & registration

March 29   2026th

Centre Friends Easter Egg hunt
11:30AM- 1PM

April 3  2026rd

Centre Friends 
Good Friday service @6PM

April 5   2026th

Centre Friends 
Sunrise service & Breakfast @7PM

mailto:jenny@friendschurchnc.org
https://www.friendschurchnc.org/young-friends-spring-retreat
https://www.quakerlakecamp.org/flashlight-egg-hunt


Directory

There was a possible data breech
in our directory. Therefore the
password has been changed.

Please reach out to Paul Routh to
learn how to regain access.
paul@friendschurchnc.org

 Log in HERE

still available!

Announcements: 

mailto:paul@friendschurchnc.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd_Ekk6sktBC-Wq4g8LPfEwMg1BbEBelCBkMlYco8lDTCvzBg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd_Ekk6sktBC-Wq4g8LPfEwMg1BbEBelCBkMlYco8lDTCvzBg/viewform




If your meeting has a position filled please e-mail 
Paul Routh at paul@friendschurchnc.org

or Jenny Gullion at Jenny@friendschurchnc.org
so that we can remove the job description from the
newsletter and the website. To see a full list of job
openings and ministry opportunities Click Here.

Everyone is warmly invited to join us as we gather to honor Charlie Routh for his lifelong dedication and faithful
service to the North Carolina Friends Disaster Service. For many years, Charlie has generously given his time, strength,
and heart to serve those in need, helping communities rebuild and offering hope in the midst of hardship. His quiet
leadership, steady commitment, and servant spirit have made a lasting impact on countless lives across our state. The
celebration will be held on Sunday, March 8th at 2:00 PM at the Friends Home, located at 925 New Garden Road,
Greensboro, NC 27410. We will gather on the second floor in Woolman Hall to share memories, express our gratitude,
and celebrate a life devoted to service. Please join us for this special time of fellowship as we recognize and give
thanks for Charlie’s extraordinary contributions. 
Thanks, NCFDS 

mailto:paul@friendschurchnc.org
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Join us for our 4th Annual Community Easter Egg Hunt! 
One participant will win a Nintendo Switch! 

Register now at this link: CLICK HERE

https://concordfriends.com/easter-egg-hunt-registration-form/


FUMFUM
UPDATEUPDATE

Meet our Missions
Kenya Friends Meeting 

The Quaker church in Kenya started in the early twentieth century with the arrival of three young
Quaker missionaries from Ohio whose work came to be supported by Five Years Meeting (now Friends
United Meeting). In 1902, Arthur Chilson, Edgar Hole, and Willis Hotchkiss settled in Kenya’s Western
region, at Kaimosi. By 1946, East Africa Yearly Meeting was established as a self-governing body,
including Meetings from Kenya, Uganda, and Tanzania. In 1963, the year of Kenyan independence,
Friends United Meeting turned over ownership and control of all mission-originated projects to East
African Friends. Since then, FUM has been a partner in ministry with the African Yearly Meetings to
provide oversight and financial support for multiple ministries and partners.
To learn more about Kenya CLICK HERE.

An excerpt from our new
Turkana Friends Mission

newsletter

“Before pastor Richard Lomase came to Katapakori village in 2003,”
says the current Katapakori pastor, John Ereng Lokol, “life in our village
was natural and traditional. The area was wild. There were no water
sources, no schools, no roads. People were dependent on their
livestock for food and everything else...
“John Ereng Lokol, who was a herdsman at the time, and is now the
current pastor, was among Moru’s first class. He got to know how to
read and write. Then he was able to attend Kiswahili classes in town,
and later enrolled in a local college for pastoral classes. Now he has a
diploma and pastors Katapakori Friends Church.

CLICK HERE to read the full letter! 
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Quotes on
“Religion”:

S OME FRU I T S  OF  
SOLITUDE
Proverbs, Wisdom & Principles for Better Living
By: William Penn

503- “For death is no more than a turning of us over from time to eternity.”

504- “Nor can there be a revolution without it; for it supposes the dissolution of one
form, in order to the succession of the other.”

505- “Death then, being the way and condition of life, we cannot love to live, if we
cannot bear to die.”

506- “Let us then not cozen ourselves with the shells and husks of things; nor prefer
form to power, nor shadows to substance: pictures of bread will not satisfy hunger,
nor those of devotion please God.”

Excerpts from:

HIGHLIGHTS
FCNC  BOOKST ORE

In this portion of the newsletter we will highlight books that can be purchased
through the FCNC online bookstore! A link will be provided where you may
purchase your own copy and add to your library at home!

Songs for Worship: Toward a Quaker
Hymnody

CLICK HERE TO PURCHASE

Songs for Worship contains a brief history of Quakers as well as a
selection of Quaker-based 

Some Fruits of

https://www.friendschurchnc.org/product-page/songs-for-worship-toward-a-quaker-hymnody


Quaker Query
...for March

Hello from your FCNC Comm-Tech Committee!
The best way for Friends to stay up to date and aware of news & events is to get connected.
There are 3 great ways to do that:

1) subscribe to Bearing Fruit (click HERE)
2) follow FCNC's Facebook Page (click HERE) 
3) join FCNC's Facebook group (click HERE)
 
Social Media isn't for everyone, and we completely understand, so that's where "Bearing Fruit" is a great option.
But what about those in our Meetings who still don’t receive the newsletter?
That's where YOU come in! 
Pastors, announce to your congregations on Sundays.
Friends, ask your friends if they've seen the newsletter.
Committee leaders, consider printing off copies to hand out to those who are less likely to use technology.
Together, we can get the word out! Thank you for your help

Social Media
Comm-Tech Committee Statement

jenny@friendschurchnc.org
Click here to send me an e-mail

What is a "Quaker Query"?
Quakers use the term Query to refer to a question or series of questions

used for reflection and in spiritual exercises. Friends have used Queries as
tools for offering spiritual challenges to the community for much of their

history.

Consider this...
Is thy home a place of peace, joy, and contentment? Does thee seek to be an

influence for good in thy neighborhood, community, and country? Does thee set a
good Christian example for thy children to follow? Is thee, as a Friend careful that
thy children realize that our loving Savior will faithfully guide them through life, as
they are willing to accept and obey Him? Does thee help thy children to read and

appreciate the Bible?
-Ohio Yearly Meeting Query Page

https://www.friendschurchnc.org/newsletter
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsChurchNC
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2092053490824258
mailto:jenny@friendschurchnc.org
https://www.quakerjane.com/index.php?fuseaction=spirituality.advicesqueries


How can we pray for you?

Pray for those in danger in the Middle East.

Pray that by some means, all will come to know
Christ, and that lives will be spared and Peace will

come soon.

CORNER
Prayer

Prayer: Praise:

We have the freedom to worship Jesus
every day of the week (Psalm 100:4).
We sing lullabies to our children and
belt out our favorite music in the car,

why would we not sing out to our
Savior?

THE ABILITY TO WORSHIP

http://biblegateway.com/bible?version=ESV&passage=Psalm+100:4


Pastors Retreat @ Fort Caswell
Enjoy a few pictures from the Pastor's Retreat at Ft. Caswell
from February 16-19, 2026
It was reported that it was a great retreat and 31 people were
present!

RECAPRECAP



Visit with Randalman Friends

Ebenezer's 220th year

Superintendent, Mike Wall, was able to visit with Randleman
friends meeting on February 22nd.

New Pastor, Bob Shakleford, was present as well as their
previous Pastor, Wade Craven.

Centre and Ebenezer Memorial Chapel had a joint service March 1, 2026 at 2 pm to celebrate
Ebenezer's 220th year. Over these years they have jointly been associated with the Quakers through
the Underground Railroad and support to one another. They also have connections to: Cedar Square,
Springfield, Marlboro, Centre and possibly other Friends meetings. There is a lot of shared history
between their church and Quakers.
 


