
WELCOME!
  

Welcome to your Friends Church North Carolina Newsletter!

This is a monthly e-newsletter dedicated to keeping you up to date

on current events within FCNC.

We strive to highlight topics of interest such as announcements,

who/what we support, recent activities, upcoming events etc.

How can you help?

Let us know if you have information that falls into these categories

at an FCNC level. Email information, pictures or ideas to our Social

Media Coordinator, Jenny Gullion at:

 jenny@friendschurchnc.org
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THE LOVE
OF GOD

A Song of Devotion: 

continued on next page

By: Fredrick M. Lehman

The love of God is greater far
  Than tongue or pen can ever tell.

It goes beyond the highest star
  And reaches to the lowest hell.

The guilty pair, bowed down with care,
  God gave His Son to win;

His erring child He reconciled
  And pardoned from his sin.

 
O love of God, how rich and pure!

  How measureless and strong!
It shall forevermore endure—

    The saints’ and angels’ song.

When hoary time shall pass away,
  And earthly thrones and kingdoms fall;

When men who here refuse to pray,
  On rocks and hills and mountains call;
God’s love, so sure, shall still endure,

  All measureless and strong;
Redeeming grace to Adam’s race—

  The saints’ and angels’ song.

CLICK HERE to listen

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iItKGT7WFDw


If you have any announcements  

jenny@friendschurchnc.org

Let us know at

**Attention Committee Members** 
Don't forget to let us know if there is any upcoming dates we should add to our newsletter by the 20th of each month 

Upcoming Events:

Check out the next
few pages for more
information about

these events

Your events and announcements
 go here!

As activities ramp up this year, reach
out and let us know so we can add

dates and times to our events page.

mailto:jenny@friendschurchnc.org


Directory

There was a possible data breech
in our directory. Therefore the
password has been changed.

Please reach out to Paul Routh to
learn how to regain access.
paul@friendschurchnc.org

 Log in HERE

still available!

Announcements: 

mailto:paul@friendschurchnc.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd_Ekk6sktBC-Wq4g8LPfEwMg1BbEBelCBkMlYco8lDTCvzBg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd_Ekk6sktBC-Wq4g8LPfEwMg1BbEBelCBkMlYco8lDTCvzBg/viewform




FCNC Internship
Newsletter

Take a minute to check out the FCNC Internship Newsletter put
together by Terry Linthicum. If you don’t already receive this

Newsletter regularly, reach out to Terri at: tlinthicum23@gmail.com
Keep up with the growth within FCNC and the work that Terry is

doing to make that growth possible. 

Matamoros Update – Christmas 2025
One of the ongoing Missions that Friends Church of North Carolina
supports is a Friends church on the outskirts of Matamoros, Mexico. Many
of you have visited and know first-hand the great work that is occurring
there. The pastor at Matamoros, Hilda Martinez, along with her husband,
Fernando, do great work in the area and are always coming up with new
ways to serve the community. 
Along with regular services on Sunday mornings and Wednesday nights,
Hilda and Fernando provide Sunday School and Bible Studies at the
Church. Every Saturday they have a regular radio program they use for
evangelism. Saturdays are also spent going downtown Matamoros to
minister from the streets. Each year they have a vacation bible school that
all of the children look forward to. The city has recently let them use a
large open municipal building to use for vacation bible school and other
activities, bring Christ to many kids for the first time. They also make
regular trips to Isla Fantasia, a very impoverished fishing village about an
hour south of the church. Members of the Church collect clothing and food
items to give to the people on the island. They do not have electricity on
the island and can only be reached by boat. Hilda is constantly baking and
cooking items that she sales at events and online. They are always looking
for new ways to raise money for their outreach. 
Wherever Hilda and Fernando go, they always bring big smiles and love to
everyone they encounter. Their spirit of giving and service is truly
admirable and a joy to be around. They introduce many people to Christ
not only with words and sermons but also with their love, caring and
generosity. If you ever get the chance to visit Matamoros, you will be
blessed.
Each year, FCNC provides the mission with $500 prior to Christmas to help
bring Christmas to the children in the area. Below is a letter from Hilda and
Fernando expressing their gratitude. I have used google translate to
translate the letter so those of you fluent in Spanish may find errors. Hilda
sent me lots of photos capturing many of their different activities. Some
of those are attached.
-Scott Carter

mailto:tlinthicum23@gmail.com


To Whom It May Concern
Dear brothers and sisters of the Friends in the USA board, we send our greetings and love.

From Matamoros, Tamaulipas. Wishing that God's blessing and grace may always be upon your lives.

This year we were so blessed by your offerings and donations that the best way to thank and appreciate what you do for us is by
working in the Kingdom of God in our assigned place.

The reason for this letter is to tell you how we used the Christmas offering.

We are also deeply grateful for this offering, because thanks to it, not only our church was blessed, but also many other people in our
community.

1. We held an evangelistic program, "A Drama," in a public space that was lent to us by the municipal government. More than 100
children attended, not counting the adults. We bought cylinders and filled them with candy, as well as piñatas and toys for the
children. We also brought a snack for after the event: champurrado atole with sweet bread.

2. We received support from Milca's brother and his family to carry out the Christmas program. They are always available to
participate (since some members of our church have left the city, and other brothers who support us are recovering from surgery), so
as a token of our gratitude, we brought them a gift this year.

3. On one occasion, we went to a hospital in the city and brought coffee, sweet bread, and some Bible tracts. The people were very
receptive to the message.

4. On December 25th, we went to a rehabilitation center near the church. We brought sweet bread for the residents, introduced
ourselves, and although they are not Christians, they welcomed us warmly.

5. We are evangelizing weekly at a sports complex near the church. Every Wednesday, we hold a service and offer bread and
coffee. The problem we've encountered is the faulty electrical installation, as we can't use it (it previously damaged one of our
speakers). We recommend purchasing a rechargeable speaker so we can continue preaching.

6. We were also able to bless some brothers and sisters who will be going on a mission trip to the Huasteca Potosina region (San Luis
Potosí) this week, using the remaining candy and gifts from the event. They were praying because they hadn't collected anything for
the children, and God led me to them. I know it will bless many children.

7. Finally, we will use the rest of the offering to buy paint and donate a can to the place where we are allowed to preach (the sports
complex near the church) and also to paint the church facilities.
That's all for now. Warm regards from the local church, and we thank you again for your prayers, financial support, and love, which
we can feel even from a distance. We pray that God will bless your lives and wish you a Happy New Year 2026.
With love, Hilda and Fernando



FWCC 2026 Letter to Meetings 

Dear Friends
 
When Jesus’ birth was announced it was with news of peace.
 
Jesus began his ministry by talking about peace, and said goodbye to his disciples by leaving them with peace.
 
The first word of the risen Christ was peace. Paul began many of his letters by speaking of peace.

And yet, the world does not reflect peace. Even as many of us were reading and singing of peace on earth this year, warlike
acts were being planned. But Jesus does not give as the world gives. Instead he advises "do not be afraid".
 
Our work for peace on earth and our experience of Christ’s peace are not separate. And yet finding peace in ourselves joined to
peace in the world is the vocation of a lifetime. It wasn’t easy in Jesus’ time and it isn’t easy in ours.

As a step on this journey, the CEC has agreed the next World Plenary Meeting will be themed ‘Blessed are the Peacemakers’,
with a target date of 2030, to mark 2000 years since the start of Jesus’ Ministry. We are looking for invitations to host.*
 
In preparation we are planning quarterly global meetings for worship online (subscribe to Friends World News for updates) and
a big online gathering for World Quaker Day (4 October 2026). 

Another date for your diary is 29 September 2027 when we plan a global online conference to share our efforts in addressing
historic and continuing injustice. Some queries will follow soon.** 

Within Friends World Committee for Consultation please join me in gratitude for Esther Mombo who has completed her year as
Interim Clerk, and will now begin as Vice Chancellor of St Paul’s University in Kenya, while continuing as Assistant Clerk. 

We also feel grateful for Simon Lamb who served previously, especially around the anniversary of his passing this first month of
the year. 

Please also join me in welcoming our new clerk, Clare Scott-Booth. She was an elder at our most recent World Plenary Meeting,
and brings with her immense experience from her career in leading charities that provide housing for people in need. 

Finally, please don’t forget to send the dates and epistles of yourYearly Meetings (or other annual gatherings) to
comms@fwcc.worldso that we can include them on our website and in our monthlyFriends World News e-newsletter, which you
can subscribe to here. Sign up for news of all of this from the FWCC homepage. 

When Hebrew speakers – then and now – greet one another, they do so by saying shalom; peace. The word in Arabic (Salaam)
is very similar. 

Shalom is much more than a lack of fighting. It refers to wholeness and harmony, within ourselves and within our communities
and the world. 

So, this New Year I pray our hearts will know shalom and our feet – as well as those of others – will be guided in the path of
peace. 

In Friendship, 

Tim Gee 
General Secretary 
Friends World Committee for Consultation (World Office) 

Clare Scott Booth (FWCC's next clerk), the late Simon C.
Lamb (our former clerk) and Prof. Esther 

Mombo (our previous interim clerk) at the 2024 World
Plenary Meeting



FUMFUM
UPDATEUPDATE

Meet our Missions
Belize Friends School

Historically, FUM’s work in Belize focused primarily on providing a second-chance education option for
urban at-risk youth on the verge of failing within their school system. Founded by Sadie Vernon in
1994, the Belize Friends School gives boys and girls the encouragement, tools and instruction needed
to succeed, all within a loving, Christian environment. Now under the leadership of Belizean educators,
the school continues to impact the lives of students and their families.

Click HERE to learn more!

Belize Newsletters will be
Organized Differently

This year Friends United Meeting is relaunching its newsletters from
the field. In past years, we have relied on field staff newsletters to keep
folks informed on what is going on in various places in the FUM world.
Most recently, if you were interested in Belize-specific information, you
could subscribe to Oscar Mmbali’s newsletter. If you were interested
in happenings in Africa, you could subscribe to the McConaughey’s
newsletter, or Robert Wafula’s newsletter if you were interested in
Friends Theological College, and Rania Maayeh’s newsletter to learn
about Ramallah Friends School. But in Belize, as in many other places
in FUM, we no longer have field staff. Those responsibilities are being
cared for by local leadership. In Belize there is no longer a single
leader, but a leadership team!

CLICK HERE to read more!

https://www.friendsunitedmeeting.org/where-we-work/caribbean
https://us10.campaign-archive.com/?e=aeda5ca60e&u=77b72b10d16b6d83e6709ae57&id=390f0b7040
https://us10.campaign-archive.com/?e=aeda5ca60e&u=77b72b10d16b6d83e6709ae57&id=390f0b7040
https://us10.campaign-archive.com/?e=aeda5ca60e&u=77b72b10d16b6d83e6709ae57&id=390f0b7040
https://us10.campaign-archive.com/?e=aeda5ca60e&u=77b72b10d16b6d83e6709ae57&id=390f0b7040
https://us10.campaign-archive.com/?e=aeda5ca60e&u=77b72b10d16b6d83e6709ae57&id=390f0b7040
https://us10.campaign-archive.com/?e=aeda5ca60e&u=77b72b10d16b6d83e6709ae57&id=390f0b7040
https://us10.campaign-archive.com/?e=aeda5ca60e&u=77b72b10d16b6d83e6709ae57&id=390f0b7040
https://us10.campaign-archive.com/?e=aeda5ca60e&u=77b72b10d16b6d83e6709ae57&id=390f0b7040
https://us10.campaign-archive.com/?e=aeda5ca60e&u=77b72b10d16b6d83e6709ae57&id=390f0b7040
https://us10.campaign-archive.com/?e=aeda5ca60e&u=77b72b10d16b6d83e6709ae57&id=390f0b7040
https://us10.campaign-archive.com/?e=aeda5ca60e&u=77b72b10d16b6d83e6709ae57&id=390f0b7040
https://us10.campaign-archive.com/?e=aeda5ca60e&u=77b72b10d16b6d83e6709ae57&id=390f0b7040
https://mailchi.mp/friendsunitedmeeting.org/fum-enews-2026_jan29?e=aeda5ca60e


Quotes on
“Religion”:

S OME FRU I T S  OF  
SOLITUDE
Proverbs, Wisdom & Principles for Better Living
By: William Penn

498- “ And He that lives to live ever, never fears dying.”

499- “Nor can the means be terrible to him that heartily believes the end.”

500- “For tho death be a dark passage, it leads to immortality, and that's
recompense enough for suffering of it.”

501- “And yet Faith Lights us, even through the grave, being the evidence of things
not seen.

502- “And this is the comfort of the ”good” (faithful), that the grave cannot hold
them and that they live as soon as they die.”

Excerpts from:

HIGHLIGHTS
FCNC  BOOKST ORE

In this portion of the newsletter we will highlight books that can be purchased
through the FCNC online bookstore! A link will be provided where you may
purchase your own copy and add to your library at home!

Quaker Influence
on American Ideals
By:Seth B. Hinshaw
CLICK HERE TO PURCHASE

Hinshaw details how some Quaker ideals influenced America. Ideals
such as education, peace and goodwill as well as equality and justice for
the oppressed.

Some Fruits of

https://www.friendschurchnc.org/product-page/quaker-influence-on-american-ideals


Quaker Query
...for February

Hello from your FCNC Comm-Tech Committee!
Some members within FCNC are still unaware that we have a newsletter!
The best way for Friends to stay up to date and aware of news & events is to get connected.
There are 3 great ways to do that:

1) subscribe to Bearing Fruit (click HERE)
2) follow FCNC's Facebook Page (click HERE) 
3) join FCNC's Facebook group (click HERE)
 
Social Media isn't for everyone, and we completely understand, so that's where "Bearing Fruit" is a great option.
But what about those in our Meetings who still haven't heard about or seen the newsletter?
That's where YOU come in! 
Pastors, announce to your congregations on Sundays.
Friends, ask your friends if they've seen the newsletter.
Committee leaders, consider printing off copies to hand out to those who are less likely to use technology.
Together, we can get the word out! Thank you for your help

Social Media
Comm-Tech Committee Statement

jenny@friendschurchnc.org
Click here to send me an e-mail

What is a "Quaker Query"?
Quakers use the term Query to refer to a question or series of questions

used for reflection and in spiritual exercises. Friends have used Queries as
tools for offering spiritual challenges to the community for much of their

history.

Consider this...
 Does thee cherish a forgiving spirit, and strive to "walk in love, as Christ also hath
loved us"? Is thee careful for the reputation of others, more concerned in fact for
others' reputations than thy own? Does thee avoid detraction and gossip? Is thee

ever mindful to love thy neighbor as thyself? If thee finds thyself at odds with
another that threatens to disrupt thy peace, does thee act to repair the breach

promptly and lovingly, as Christ commands?
-Ohio Yearly Meeting Query Page

https://www.friendschurchnc.org/newsletter
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsChurchNC
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2092053490824258
mailto:jenny@friendschurchnc.org
https://www.quakerjane.com/index.php?fuseaction=spirituality.advicesqueries


How can we pray for you?

Please keep Billy Hedrick in your thoughts and
prayers during this difficult time. He was diagnosed

with spinal meningitis and is currently receiving
treatment at Moses Cone Hospital in Greensboro. 

We ask for prayers for healing, comfort, and strength
for Billy, as well as peace and reassurance for his

family and loved ones.

UPDATE:
Billy Hedrick continues to make encouraging

progress in his recovery. He is now able to sit up in a
chair and has even walked a short distance with

assistance from physical therapy. While he still has
work ahead of him, his condition is improving, and
he is hopeful to be released soon to continue his

recovery at home. Please continue to keep Billy and
his loved ones in your thoughts and prayers.  

CORNER
Prayer

Prayer: Praise:

We serve a God who is not only a
promise maker, but also a promise

keeper (Numbers 23:19 and Romans
8:28). He promises to work all things

together for our good. There is no
greater hope than in a promise fulfiller

who has conquered death.

http://biblegateway.com/bible?version=ESV&passage=Numbers+23:19
http://biblegateway.com/bible?version=ESV&passage=Romans+8:28
http://biblegateway.com/bible?version=ESV&passage=Romans+8:28


Lots and Lots of snow & ice
January was filled with cold wind, ice and even a good deal of
snow! Many roads were unsafe to travel and many meetings,
outings and gatherings in general were canceled or postponed.
Therefore, there are no local Meeting updates. 
Hopefully we will have better weather in February and get back
to our regular schedules with safe travels.

RECAPRECAP


