
BEARING FRUIT
A P R I L  2 0 2 5 |  I S S U E  N O . 4 2

The Official Newsletter of Friends Church North Carolina 

ARTICLES TO HELP
YOU THROUGH:

Welcome- 1
Quotes By Quakers &
Devotion-2-3
Upcoming Events-4
Announcements & flyers 5-11 
FUM update-12
Meet our Missions-12
Fruits of Solitude-13
Bookstore Highlights-13
Quaker Query -14
Comm Tech-14
Prayer Corner-15
February Recap- 16-18
 
 

WELCOME!
  

Welcome to your Friends Church North Carolina Newsletter!

This is a monthly e-newsletter dedicated to keeping you up to date

on current events within FCNC.

We strive to highlight topics of interest such as announcements,

who/what we support, recent activities, upcoming events etc.

How can you help?

Let us know if you have information that falls into these categories

at an FCNC level. Email information, pictures or ideas to our Social

Media Coordinator,

Jenny Gullion at: jenny@friendschurchnc.org

mailto:jenny@friendschurchnc.org


EMBRACING NEW
BEGINNINGS

Quotes by Quakers

A Word of Devotion: 

continued on next page

“Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it
springs forth, do you not perceive it? I
will make a way in the wilderness and

rivers in the desert.”
-Isaiah 43: 19

“Friends, meet together
and know one another

in that which is eternal,
which was before the world was.”

 -George Fox 1657

By: Christel Owoo



Easter is one of the most important holidays for Christians, celebrating the
resurrection of Jesus Christ after his crucifixion. It’s a time when we gather with our
families, enjoy chocolate bunnies, and maybe even attend church. But beyond the

traditions, Easter also holds a powerful message for us about new beginnings and the
power of positive thinking. No matter your yesterdays, God has a future planned for
you. A future that is full of hope. Embrace God’s gift of hope for you. The chance at a

new beginning—that is what Easter is all about. 

Jeremiah 29:11 says, “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for
welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.”

Easter is also a time of new beginnings. Just as Jesus’ resurrection signaled a fresh
start for humanity, it can be a chance for us to reflect on our own lives and make

positive changes. Maybe we’ve been stuck in a rut, struggling to make progress on a
goal. Easter can remind us we have the power to turn over a new leaf and begin again.
You may have experienced moments of feeling stuck or lost in your life. Perhaps you

feel you’ve reached a dead end in your career, relationships, or personal growth.
However, as a son or daughter of God, you have a unique opportunity to embrace the

possibility of new beginnings. The Bible is full of stories of people who faced challenges
and setbacks but found new beginnings through faith and trust in God. For example,

Ruth, a young widow, left her home and family to follow her mother-in-law to a foreign
land. Despite the uncertainty and hardships, Ruth remained faithful to God and found

new beginnings in a new land, a new husband, and a new family!

Mary Magdalene had a past marked by sin and shame. But when she encountered
Jesus, she found forgiveness and a new beginning. Mary became a witness to Jesus’
resurrection and played a vital role in spreading the gospel to others. Like Ruth and

Mary Magdalene, you too can embrace the possibility of new beginnings through faith
and trust in God.

Here are some steps to help you get started:

Surrender your past to God: Acknowledge any mistakes, failures, or regrets, and ask God for
forgiveness. Allow Him to heal any wounds or hurts from your past.

Seek God’s guidance. Spend time in prayer and Bible study, asking God to reveal His plans for your
life. Listen for His still small voice and follow where He leads. Take action! Once you have a sense of
God’s direction, take practical steps to move forward. This may involve seeking new opportunities,

stepping out of your comfort zone, or letting go of things that are holding you back.
Surround yourself with support: Seek the encouragement and wisdom of other believers who can pray

with and for you, offer guidance and share their own
experiences of new beginnings. Remember, as God’s child, you have the promise of new beginnings

through the love and grace of Jesus Christ. Embrace the possibility of fresh adventures, new
relationships, and new opportunities as you step out in faith and trust in God’s plan for your life.God

is waiting for you to embrace your new beginning.



jenny@friendschurchnc.org

Let us know at
If you have any announcements  

Additional info for
Bethel Friends Fundraiser:

April 26th 2025
NCYM INC annual meeting

at Quaker Lake camp
 beginning at !0:00 AM

**Attention Committee Members** 
Don't forget to let us know if there is any upcoming dates we should add to our newsletter by the 20th of each month 

Upcoming Events:

Check out the next
few pages for more
information about

these events

We will be sending all money from the plate sales
and any donations we receive, to Samaritan’s

Purse for Western NC Hurricane Relief. 
After our October Pig Pickin, we were able to

send $20,000.00 to Samaritan’s Purse for
hurricane relief in our mountains. We were so

amazed at the support we received! 
As the song says, “Little is such, when God is in

it”. 

April 12th 2025
concord friends Meeting

Easter egg hunt
@Sumner Civitan club
(see more info below)

April 6-11, 2025
FDS trip to New Bern
Consider joining us!

(more info below)

May 3rd 2025
USFW spring conference

at qlc beginning at 9:00 AM

April 12th, 2025
Bethel Friends Pig Picking

***FUNDRAISER***
11AM- 6PM

(see flyer below)

April 12th, 2025
Archdale Friends

Quaker Men Pancake Breakfast
8AM- !! AM

(more info below)

April 12th, 2025
Concord Friends
Easter egg hunt

11 AM- 1PM
(more info below)

April 12th, 2025
Friends Gathering
at Quaker House

10 AM- 3PM
Click here to register

(more info below)

May 17th, 2025
“Time to Talk” Event
with Tommy Sluder

at 9AM
(more info below)

mailto:jenny@friendschurchnc.org
https://quakerhouse.org/event/friends-gathering/


We received an e-mail announcing that Centre Friends is
looking for a full time Pastor and Youth pastor. Below is

a link to the job descriptions that will give interested
applicants a good idea of what Centre is looking for.

Prayerfully consider this and reach out to those that
may qualify, if the Lord should so lead. 

 Click HERE to visit FCNC website to read the Full job
description. 

 

In Search of a Pastor & Youth Pastor
for Centre Friends

Directory

There was a possible data breech
in our directory. Therefore the
password has been changed.

Please reach out to Paul Routh to
learn how to regain access.
paul@friendschurchnc.org

 Log in HERE

still available!

Announcements: 

https://www.friendschurchnc.org/job-descriptions
mailto:paul@friendschurchnc.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd_Ekk6sktBC-Wq4g8LPfEwMg1BbEBelCBkMlYco8lDTCvzBg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd_Ekk6sktBC-Wq4g8LPfEwMg1BbEBelCBkMlYco8lDTCvzBg/viewform


Position filled!!

 Alvin Battle has accepted the
call to serve as interim pastor
until Andy Garner is to become
our full time pastor in August!

Position filled!!

Position filled!!



The Quaker organizations Right Sharing of World Resources is hiring a
Director of Community Development. We are looking for a trainer or

facilitator with cross-cultural and management experience who is called
to partner with women in improving their lives. Remote, full-time. Open

until filled.

The Quaker organization Right Sharing of World Resources is hiring
an Executive Assistant. We are looking for a detail-oriented person
who likes to improve administrative systems; who enjoys working

independently and as part of a team; who wants to contribute to global
equity. Remote, 28 hours/week. 

https://rswr.org/careers
https://rswr.org/careers






April 15 (Tuesday) Memorials are due to Mary Anna McCullen
deetsmaryanna@gmail.com. Be sure to send the person's name and meeting
of those active in your USFW that died during the past year: their names

will be read during the May 3 Spring Conference.

April 19 (Saturday) Send pictures of your meeting's USFW activities (.jpg or
.jnp) by email to Lindsay Shore Wright Shorewright1@gmail.com. She is

planning a powerpoint show for the May 3 Spring Conference.

April 21 (Monday) Registration due for the Saturday May 3, 2025 Spring
Conference at Quaker Lake. Registration form is attached to this email.

Also check our Announcement section for a copy of the NC 2025
transmittal form to send with your donations for the 2025 projects.

Please note the treasurer Alicia Sharp's complete address at the bottom
of this form.

Thank you!

VERY IMPORTANT INFORMATION concerning
NCUSFW Spring Conference:

mailto:deetsmaryanna@gmail.com
mailto:Shorewright1@gmail.com




FUMFUM
UPDATEUPDATE

Meet our Missions
Ramallah Friends School

In 1869, a 15-year old Palestinian girl named Miriam Karam mustered up the courage to ask two Quaker visitors to
Ramallah, Eli and Sybil Jones, to start a girl’s school in the area. At that time, no education program existed for women in this

region. Before long, a medical mission and boarding school for girls was in place. By 1902, a similar boarding school for
boys was created by Friends.

 CLICK HERE for more information

Refugee Quakers in
Uganda Affected by
Changes in U.S. Aid

Recently, a unique congregation of Quakers gathered in a corrugated iron sheet walled Church
building passionately sang a popular hymn called “Umugisha” (“Blessing”) in a mix of Kinyarwanda
and Kirundi languages, making me think of the famous Negro spirituals because of the compelling

rhythm, melody, tempo, and emotional depth of the lyrics:

Gusenga kwanjye kukugereho
Mana uri amahoro yangye
Ndagukeneye ku manywa na nijoro
Mu bihe byose umbe hafi
Gusenga kwanjye kukugereho…   

CLICK HERE to read more!

May my prayers reach you
God, you are my peace

I need you day and night
Be near me at all times

May my prayers reach you…

https://www.friendsunitedmeeting.org/where-we-work/middle-east
https://us10.campaign-archive.com/?e=aeda5ca60e&u=77b72b10d16b6d83e6709ae57&id=0acfa2ec0d
https://us10.campaign-archive.com/?e=aeda5ca60e&u=77b72b10d16b6d83e6709ae57&id=0acfa2ec0d


Quotes on
“Religion”:

S OME FRU I TS  OF  
SOLITUDE
Proverbs, Wisdom & Principles for Better Living
By: William Penn

454- “Religion is the fear of God, and its demonstration on good works; and faith is
the root of both: for without faith we cannot please God, nor can we fear what we do
not believe.”

455- “The Devils also believe and know abundance: but in this is the difference, their
faith works not by love, nor their knowledge by obedience; and therefore they are
never the better for them. And if ours be such, we shall be of their church, not of
Christ’s: for as the head is so much the body be.”

456- “He was Holy, Humble, Harmless, Meek, & Merciful when among us; to teach us
what we should be when he was gone. And yet he is among us still, and in us too, a
living and perpetual preacher of the same Grace, by his spirit in our conscience.”

Excerpts from:

HIGHLIGHTS
FCNC  BOOKST ORE

In this portion of the newsletter we will highlight books that can be purchased
through the FCNC online bookstore! A link will be provided where you may
purchase your own copy and add to your library at home!

Refreshings: A Book of Renewal
CLICK HERE TO PURCHASE

Refreshings: a Book of Renewal is a collection of short
stories, poems, and parables written by various people
retaining the Quaker faith as well as various Bible stories.
Such as Promise to Myself by Judy Harvey and The
Availability of God by Ann Pike.

Some Fruits of

https://www.friendschurchnc.org/product-page/refreshings-a-book-of-renewal
https://www.friendschurchnc.org/product-page/refreshings-a-book-of-renewal


Quaker Query ...for April

Hello from your FCNC Comm-Tech Committee!
Many members within FCNC are still unaware that we have a newsletter!
The best way for Friends to stay up to date and aware of news & events is to get connected.
There are 3 great ways to do that:

1) subscribe to Bearing Fruit (click HERE)
2) follow FCNC's Facebook Page (click HERE) 
3) join FCNC's Facebook group (click HERE)
 
Social Media isn't for everyone, and we completely understand, so that's where "Bearing Fruit" is a great option.
But what about those in our Meetings who still haven't heard about or seen the newsletter?
That's where YOU come in! 
Pastors, announce to your congregations on Sundays.
Friends, ask your friends if they've seen the newsletter.
Committee leaders, consider printing off copies to hand out to those who are less likely to use technology.
Together, we can get the word out! Thank you for your help

Social Media
Comm-Tech Committee Statement

jenny@friendschurchnc.org
Click here to send me an e-mail

What is a "Quaker Query"?
Quakers use the term Query to refer to a question or series of questions

used for reflection and in spiritual exercises. Friends have used Queries as
tools for offering spiritual challenges to the community for much of their

history.

Consider this...

Do you gather together at Meetings for Worship in expectant waiting on God,
prepared to share experiences and insights? Are these Meetings occasions, when,
by the help of the Holy Spirit you are enabled unitedly to worship God? Are you

open to the promptings of the Spirit, and sensitive to one another’s needs,
whether your response be in silent worship or through the spoken word?

-Taken from Quakers in Ireland Religious Society of Friends

https://www.friendschurchnc.org/newsletter
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsChurchNC
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2092053490824258
mailto:jenny@friendschurchnc.org


How can we pray for you?

CORNER
Prayer

Prayer: Praise:
 

Pray for the family of 
 Janet Salmons, as she passed away 

March 23rd 2025.
Her husband, Harold, is a long time pastor in
both NCYM and FCNC, having retired after 23

years at Winthrop.  

Pray for Judy Ritter on the passing of her
husband, Roy Ritter.

 

      Praise God for His Attributes

HERE is a thorough and
comprehensive article about the
attributes of God and how they
incorporate into our daily lives.

https://holyjoys.org/what-is-god-like/


Flashlight Egg Hunt at QLC

“Quaker Lake Camp's Flashlight Egg Hunt was a blast, with 125 elementary-aged kids
attending. The 2025 Summer Staff led this fun-filled event that included a craft, silly songs,
games, dinner, and a devotion before the epic egg hunt that began after sundown.”
-Copied from QLC Facebook page

CLICK HERE to follow QLC on Facebook to stay up to date!

RECAPRECAP

https://www.facebook.com/quakerlakecamp


Singing at Marlboro Friends

Visit to Archdale Friends Meeting

“Superintendent, Mike Wall, was able to visit with Marlboro Friends Meeting on March 23rd,
2025 for their singing”

welcome

Pastor Rodney Kirby preaches on John 3:16 Closing prayerCongregational singing

Shelly Kirby leads in prayer Joe Stetina sings song called, "Access"

“Superintendent, Mike Wall, was able to visit with Archdale Friends Meeting on March
23rd, 2025 for their singing”



MidyearGathering 

Bethel Friends Community Project

“Bethel Friends Meeting USFW recently collected supplies and prepared 24 backpacks that
were given to the Community Navigator at the Asheboro Public Library. The navigator will
distribute them to people in need in our community. “


