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WELCOME!
  

Welcome to your Friends Church North Carolina Newsletter!

This is a monthly e-newsletter dedicated to keeping you up to date

on current events within FCNC.

We strive to highlight topics of interest such as announcements,

who/what we support, recent activities, upcoming events etc.

How can you help?

Let us know if you have information that falls into these categories

at an FCNC level. Email information, pictures or ideas to our Social

Media Coordinator,

Jenny Gullion at: jenny@friendschurchnc.org

mailto:jenny@friendschurchnc.org


SOWING
& GROWING

Quotes by Quakers

A Word of Devotion: 

continued on next page

“For you have been born again, not
of perishable seed, but of

imperishable, through the living and
enduring Word of God.”

-1 Peter 1: 23

“The word ‘testimony’ is used by Quakers to
describe a witness to the living truth

within the human heart as it is acted out in
everyday life. It is not a form of words, but

a mode of life based on the realisation that
there is that of God in everybody, that all

human beings are equal, that all life is
interconnected.”

-Harvey Gillman 1988

By: Dr. James Merritt



I don’t know if you know anything about farming, but the crowd Jesus was
addressing in His Parable of the Sower (Matthew 13:1-9) must have. The
illustration Jesus used is interesting and tells us a lot about our role in bringing lost
sinners back to the Father. A farmer cannot make the crops grow, can he? He
cannot control the weather or the condition of the soil. His job is to diligently plant
seeds. His work with the soil is dependent on many factors beyond his control. He
cannot make the ground fertile. He can only steadfastly tend to it.

As followers of Jesus Christ, we have the privilege of sowing the seeds of the
Gospel. It is interesting that in the Parable of the Sower, there is actually little focus
on the sower. There is not much focus on the seeds either. Most of the focus is on
the ground…the soil where the seeds fall. What does this teach us about our role
in spreading the Gospel? The harvest's success or failure depends not on the
sower but on the soil. This is good news for us flawed, timid, and sometimes
downright goofy sowers, isn’t it?

Our part in growing God’s Kingdom is to sow. The rest is up to God. Just like a
farmer, we must diligently tend the ground and plant the seeds that God has
entrusted to us. We cannot make it rain. We are not responsible for the seeds
taking root and springing forth in faith. We must only sow, sow, sow. Only God can
reach a person’s heart. Only He can open the eyes of the blind and give new life.
He is the forgiver of sins and the giver of faith, not us. We are merely dedicated
farmers so eager to see new growth that we sow seeds wherever we go.

Our techniques, talents, education, and eloquence are not what are important.
Our willingness to sow is what matters. That is our part, our privilege, our calling.
Are you sitting or sowing? You have in your hands the seeds of life.

Father, make me bold and confident in Your ability to use me, despite my fears,
failures, and shortcomings. May my life be spent sowing the seeds of Your great
love. In Jesus’ name, amen.



If you have any announcements  

jenny@friendschurchnc.org

Let us know at

**Attention Committee Members** 
Don't forget to let us know if there is any upcoming dates we should add to our newsletter by the 20th of each month 

Upcoming Events:

Check out the next
few pages for more
information about

these events

Annual NC USFW Gathering
at Deep River Friends
September 13  2025th

Recurring Movie night
June-October

(see flyer below for more info)
@ Rocky River Friends meeting

August 8 & 9
Annual Sessions @ QLC

Registration Deadline: July 28th
(see flyer below for more details)

The links provided below will
allow you to register and will

also take you to more
information, including a schedule!

Adult Registration Webpage:
CLICK HERE

Youth Registration Webpage:
CLICK HERE

Science Hill Friends Meeting
 September 7th

from 1:30PM-4:30PM
Biblical Nutritional Talk

(see flyer below for more info)

USFW inc Art Contest
Deadline: August 30th

(For more info see flyer below)

Youth Leadership Conference
 August 8&9, 2025

@ Quaker Lake Camp
(see flyer below for more info)

Saxaphone Quartet
 September 7  2025 at 10:30AMth

@ Randleman Friends Meeting
(see flyer below for more info)

Concord Friends Golf Tournament
 September 26th 2025 at 2:00 PM
(see flyer below for more info)

(Registration forms are also below)

Kristen Leigh music concert
August 24th

!0:30 AM
@ Randleman Friends Meeting

(see flyer below for more info)

NC Quaker Men Fall Banquet
September 29th

Museum @5PM & Supper at 5:57PM
@ Springfield Friends Meeting

(see flyer below for more info)

Concord Friends Revival
August 10-13th
@7 PM Nightly

Western Quarter pastors will speak
(see flyer below for more info)

Concord friends Blood drive
September 6th
9:30AM- 2:00 PM

mailto:jenny@friendschurchnc.org
https://www.friendschurchnc.org/fcnc-annual-sessions
https://www.friendschurchnc.org/young-friends


Directory

There was a possible data breech
in our directory. Therefore the
password has been changed.

Please reach out to Paul Routh to
learn how to regain access.
paul@friendschurchnc.org

 Log in HERE

still available!

Announcements: 

Concord Friends Golf Tournament

Location: Holly Ridge Gold Links
Date: September 26  2025th

Time: 12:30PM Lunch, Registration & Practice 
            2:00PM Tournament

All proceeds this year go to support the Humble family, a
family of four in our church with a real need. The mother,

Liz, has stage 4 cancer and the father, Mickey, has heart
issues. Both have been through surgery, treatments, and
countless tests. The Humbles have two daughters, Chloe

and Cora, both young teenagers, so they could really use
our help at this time. 

We hope you can sponsor, play, and be a part of the church
tournament this year. 

Click HERE for Registration & Payment!

mailto:paul@friendschurchnc.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd_Ekk6sktBC-Wq4g8LPfEwMg1BbEBelCBkMlYco8lDTCvzBg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd_Ekk6sktBC-Wq4g8LPfEwMg1BbEBelCBkMlYco8lDTCvzBg/viewform
https://concordfriends.com/golf-tournament/


Concord Friends Revival

August 10 - 13   th th

7PM Nightly

Western Quarter pastors will be
speaking!

Sunday night – Cheryl Benson, pastor of Cane Creek Friends
Monday night – James Moore, pastor of Liberty Friends
Tuesday night – Daniel Jordan, pastor of Centre Friends

Wednesday night – David Hobson, Retired Quaker Minister

These services are also to serve as the Western Quarter worship for the
summer. Services are at 7:00 p.m. each evening with special music at each

service. On Sunday evening there is a “Finger Foods light dinner” in the Family
Life Center at 6:00 p.m. and all are invited. On Wednesday night after the

service there is a social time in the Family Life Center with homemade ice cream.









FUMFUM
UPDATEUPDATE

Meet our Missions
Jamaica

Over 100 years ago, FUM missionaries went to Jamaica to help plant churches, begin schools
and train leaders. Today, Jamaica Yearly Meeting members continue to reach out to their
communities by nurturing those in need, inviting new people into their fellowships and

providing quality education through Happy Grove School. Partnering with Quaker sisters and
brothers from North Carolina Yearly Meeting, Jamaican Friends also hold a thriving Vacation

Bible School outreach to children throughout the island.
Click HERE to learn more!

Support the Mmbalis
Through 2025

In last week’s edition of the FUM E-news, we shared an excerpt
from Oscar and Miriam Mmbali’s final newsletter as field staff.
We want them to finish strong as they prepare to leave Belize
—spiritually, emotionally, and physically. We want their ministry
account to finish strong as well. Oscar and Miriam continue to
need your financial support through the end of 2025.

Please support us by praying for our ministry in Belize:
*Pray that when the people of Belize encounter Friends they can see Christ’s life through us.
*Pray that our church, center, and school continue to experience growth not just in membership numbers, but also
spiritually.
*Pray for each of the leaders that God is raising up in Belize—may God grant them wisdom and strength to work
among their people.
CLICK HERE TO LEARN MORE!

https://www.friendsunitedmeeting.org/where-we-work/caribbean
https://us10.campaign-archive.com/?e=aeda5ca60e&u=77b72b10d16b6d83e6709ae57&id=390f0b7040
https://us10.campaign-archive.com/?e=aeda5ca60e&u=77b72b10d16b6d83e6709ae57&id=390f0b7040
https://us10.campaign-archive.com/?e=aeda5ca60e&u=77b72b10d16b6d83e6709ae57&id=390f0b7040
https://us10.campaign-archive.com/?e=aeda5ca60e&u=77b72b10d16b6d83e6709ae57&id=390f0b7040
https://us10.campaign-archive.com/?e=aeda5ca60e&u=77b72b10d16b6d83e6709ae57&id=390f0b7040
https://us10.campaign-archive.com/?e=aeda5ca60e&u=77b72b10d16b6d83e6709ae57&id=390f0b7040
https://mailchi.mp/friendsunitedmeeting.org/fum-enews-2025_july30?e=aeda5ca60e


Quotes on
“Religion”:

S OME FRU I T S  OF  
SOLITUDE
Proverbs, Wisdom & Principles for Better Living
By: William Penn

473- “Public worship is very commendable, if well performed. We owe it to God and
good example. But we must know, that God is not tied to time or place, who is
everywhere at the same time: and this we shall know, as far as we are capable, if
wherever we are, our desires are to be with him.”

474- “Serving God, people generally confine to the acts of public and private
worship: and those the more zealous do oftener repeat, in hopes of acceptance.”

475- “But if we consider that God is an infinite spirit, and as such, everywhere; and
that our Savior has taught us, that he will be worshiped in Spirit and in Truth; we
shall see the shortness of such a notion.

Excerpts from:

HIGHLIGHTS
FCNC  BOOKST ORE

In this portion of the newsletter we will highlight books that can be purchased
through the FCNC online bookstore! A link will be provided where you may
purchase your own copy and add to your library at home!

Quaker Quimericks
By: Seth B. Hinshaw
CLICK HERE TO PURCHASE

Hinshaw writes a collection of humorous Quaker-themed limerick
poems. Titles such as Conference Blues, After the Manner of
Friends, and Springtime 1750.

Some Fruits of

https://www.friendschurchnc.org/product-page/self-supported-ministers-lest-we-forget
https://www.friendschurchnc.org/product-page/quaker-quimericks


Quaker Query ...for August

Hello from your FCNC Comm-Tech Committee!
Many members within FCNC are still unaware that we have a newsletter!
The best way for Friends to stay up to date and aware of news & events is to get connected.
There are 3 great ways to do that:

1) subscribe to Bearing Fruit (click HERE)
2) follow FCNC's Facebook Page (click HERE) 
3) join FCNC's Facebook group (click HERE)
 
Social Media isn't for everyone, and we completely understand, so that's where "Bearing Fruit" is a great option.
But what about those in our Meetings who still haven't heard about or seen the newsletter?
That's where YOU come in! 
Pastors, announce to your congregations on Sundays.
Friends, ask your friends if they've seen the newsletter.
Committee leaders, consider printing off copies to hand out to those who are less likely to use technology.
Together, we can get the word out! Thank you for your help

Social Media
Comm-Tech Committee Statement

jenny@friendschurchnc.org
Click here to send me an e-mail

What is a "Quaker Query"?
Quakers use the term Query to refer to a question or series of questions

used for reflection and in spiritual exercises. Friends have used Queries as
tools for offering spiritual challenges to the community for much of their

history.

Consider this...

  Are you concerned with the Preparative, Monthly, Quarterly and Yearly Meetings
during which the business of the Society is conducted? Are these meetings held in a

spirit of worship and dependence upon the guidance of God? Do you take your
right share in the service of these meetings, realising they are essential for the

support and development of our corporate concerns? 

-Quakers in Ireland Religeous Society of Friends

https://www.friendschurchnc.org/newsletter
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsChurchNC
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2092053490824258
mailto:jenny@friendschurchnc.org
https://quakers-in-ireland.ie/about-us/principles/queries/


How can we pray for you?

Pray for all of the students and teachers
as we enter a new school year!

Consider ways that your Meeting can
reach out and support local schools,

their teachers and the students
this school year.

Kernersville Friends-- still looking for a Family Life
minister

Baltimore Friends--in need of their own Meeting
place

Odre Nuevo-- in need of  building funds

Thomasville Friends-- to see continued
revitalization

CORNER
Prayer

Prayer: Praise:

Thank God for food and the plentiful
resources we possess, allowing us to

share them with others. It's a blessing
to have enough not only for ourselves

but also to help those in need,
fostering a sense of community and

compassion.



Bethel Friends USFW

RECAPRECAP

The Bethel USFW has been sponsoring a school supplies drive
during the month of July. The supplies will go to help the schools
in Swannanoa, NC that were impacted by Hurricane Helene. 
Swannanoa Valley Friends Meeting is helping to coordinate the
delivery of the supplies on August 2. 
Southern Quarter was given the opportunity to help with the
supply collection during our recent revival that was held at
Bethel Friends. We were overwhelmed with the response from
our 10 Southern Quarter meetings! Thanks to everyone’s efforts,
the students and teachers of the 6 schools in Swannanoa will not
have to struggle with finding school supplies as they begin their
new school year. 
Thank you to all that helped make this project a success!



Southern Quarter Revival

Eddie Buford Clary Jr.

Superintendent, Mike Wall, was able to attend the Southern Quarter Revival.
He visited on Sunday and Monday evening, July 13 & 14 2025.
Ten churches in the Quarter shared worship, preaching, food and fellowship.

David Millikan, pastor at Asheboro Friends preached on Monday night.

Ricky Sessoms, pastor of Bethel Friends, presided.

John Voncannon, pastor of Back Creek Friends, preached on Sunday night

November 25, 1937 – July 6, 2025

Eddie Buford Clary, Jr., 87, of Ridgeway, Va. passed away
peacefully Sunday, July 6, 2025, surrounded by family.
He was born in Franklin, Va. to Eddie Buford Clary, Sr.
and Ruth Jenkins Clary.

He was a dedicated long-time member of Trinity Friends
Church where he served faithfully in many different
capacities. He loved his family, as well as his church
family, and he loved reading his Bible.

To read the full memorial  CLICK HERE

https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/martinsville-va/eddie-clary-jr-12442770


Quaker Lake Summer 2025

“With full hearts we are reflecting on a wonderful summer. We can’t believe how quickly the “Days
Go By”!  CLICK HERE to watch a video to wrap up the Summer!

https://vimeo.com/1106894288?share=copy&fbclid=IwY2xjawL9rLxleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHoAw3JwXoxUsO06dCM4bWZLMW_gqMTj6ug4_MzkJ-iWEyphJDVzLrYLDcypi_aem_mU0drElljjVUBgfQTNjIig

